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Am  Essays  Proof  History 

of 

The  U.  S.  1869  Issue 

By  Fred  I*.  Scliueren 

A century  has  passed  since  that  first  pictorial  series  of  United  States  postage  stamps 
was  released.  Up  to  1869,  the  designs  had  been  limited  to  portraits  of  Franklin  and 
Washington,  followed  by  Thomas  Jefferson,  Andrew  Jackson  and,  after  his  assassination, 
Abraham  Lincoln. 

An  interesting  memo  from  a now-unknown  writer  who  submitted  a specimen  design 
for  the  series  for  consideration  has  come  into  my  hands  recently.  It  reads  in  part  as 
follows : 


The  accompanying  drawing  of  a postage  stamp  was  sketched  with  a pen.  It  will  however 
convey  some  idea  of  the  changes  in  the  designs  of  postage  stamps  which  may  be  rendered  expedient 
by  the  adopture  of  the  new  invention  for  cancelling  them  with  the  same  ink  with  which  they  were 
printed.  The  figures  rudely  sketched  at  the  top  and  bottom  of  the  accompanying  specimen  are 
those  of  the  locomotive  with  its  train  of  cars,  and  the  steampship,  the  principal  and  most  efficient 
means  of  transporting  the  mails. 


Proposal  by  an  unknown  artist  for  a new 
series  of  stamps  remarkably  like  the  18(>9s 
in  spirit  and  design 


I would  suggest  sketches  of  other  important  postal  devices  for  the  surroundings  of  the  central 
numerals  representing  the  different  denominations,  of  various  designs  for  this  purpose  are  deemed 
advisable,  such  as  that  of  the  old  stage-coach  which  is  still  retained  and  of  the  mail  carrier. 

The  designs  of  the  stamps  heretofore  used  by  the  post  office  Department  are  liable  to  the 
objection  of  incongruity,  for  the  reason  that  the  statesmen  and  generals  whose  miniature  portraits 
constitute  the  central  figures  of  a majority  of  these  designs  had  no  connection  with  the  postal 
service  . . . The  substitution  of  postal  devices  in  the  place  of  portraits  in  the  designs  of  postage 
stamps  is,  however,  more  congruous  and  consistent  with  the  idea  of  our  government. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  how  many  of  the  ideas  expressed  by  this  unknown  author 
were  actually  incorporated  into  the  designs  of  the  1869  series.  The  reference  to  “can- 
celling them  with  the  same  ink  with  which  they  were  printed”  recalls  that  the  period  from 
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nitib  Siaits  flatint  ©ffiti. 


CHARLES  F.  STEEL,  OF  BROOKLYN,  NEW  YORK. 

Letter » Patent  No.  70,147,  dated  October  22,  1867. 


IMPROVEMENT  IN  THE  MANUFACTURE  OF  POSTAGE-STAMPS. 


% StfcetoU  rtbrieir  1a  in  Ifetst  Jtttfri  fattnt  mti  mskins  part  cf  i|ft  Jam. 


TO  ALL  WHOM  IT  MAY  CONCERN: 

Be  it  known  that  I,  Charles  F.  Steel,  of  the  city  of  Brooklyn,  in  the  county  of  Kings,  and  State  of  New 
York,  have  invented  new  and  useful  Improvements  in  the  Manufacture  of  Postage-Stamps,  applicable,  also,  to 
other  stamps,  druggists’  labels,  etc.;  and  I do  hereby  declare  that  tho  following  is  a full  and  exact  description 
thereof. 

The  object  of  my  invention  is  to  prodace  a stamp  which  shall  stick  better  than  usual,  and  which  it  shall  be 
impossible  to  fraudulently  remove  and  use  again.  Many  efforts  have  been  before  made  in  this  direction,  but 
the  difference  in  the  dryness  between  the  recently-applied  cancelling-ink  and  the  long-bcfore-applied  ink  of  tho 
printing  so  greatly  facilitates  the  removal  of  the  former  that  it  is  frequently  easy  to  wash  off  cancelling-ink 
with  so  simple  chemicals  as  common  Boap  and  water,  even  when  the  cancelling-ink  is  of  the  same  kind  and 
quality  as  the  ink  with  which  the  stamp  is  printed. 

A part  of  my  invention  consists  in  embossing  or  partially  breaking  the  paper,  so  as  to  open  the  texture  of 
the  paper  along  certain  lines,  without  removing  any  part  thereof.  This  causes  the  stamp,  label,  etc.,  to  stick 
better,  and  allows  the  oil  of  the  cancelling-ink,  when  such  is  used,  to  strike  in  very  deeply. 

Another  portion  of  my  invention  consists  in  applying  the  gum  to  such  stamps  prior  to  the  breaking  oper- 
ation. This  avoids  Its  too  much  filling  such  broken  places,  and  impairing  its  appearance  on  the  front  sido. 

Another  portion  of  my  invention  consists  in  smoothing  the  paper  again  after  the  embossing  or  breaking, 
and  prior  to  the  printing.  This  allows  it  to  be  printed  better,  and  to  present  a more  finished  appearance. 

And  another  portion  of  my  invention  consists  in  leaving  certain  parts  of  the  stamp,  so  broken,  in  a clean 
or  unprinted  condition.  This  allows  such  part  to  absorb  the  cancelling-ink  still  more  perfectly,  when  suoh  ^ 
is  used. 

My  improved  stamp  may  be  more  cheaply  produced  than  any  stamps  adapted  to  effect  this  purposo  which 
are  known  to  me. 

I will  first  describe  what  I consider  the  best  means  of  carrying  out  my  invention,  and  will  afterwards  desig- 
nate the  points  therein  which  I believe  to  be  new.  Tho  accompanying  drawings  form  a part  of  this  specification. 

Figure  1 is  a face  view  of  my  stamp  complete. 

Figure  2 represents  a cross-section  of  the  stamp  on  line  « s,  when  made  according  to  a portion  of  toj 
invention. 

Figure  3 is  a cross-section  when  made  according  to  the  preferable  plan. 

Figure  4 is  a greatly-magnified  cross-section,  showing  the  paper  in  its  original  condition. 

Figure  5 represents  the  same  gummed,  the  gum  being  represented  in  red. 

Figure  6 represents  the  same  embossed. 

Figure  7 represents  the  same  after  having  been  again  flattened,  ready  for  use. 

Figure  8 represents  the  same  after  printing.  The  printing-ink  is  shown  in  blue. 

Figure  9 represents  the  same  after  the  cancelling-ink  is  applied,  and 

Figure  10  represents  the  same  after  the  cancelling-ink  is  washed  off  from  the  surface,  showing  its  retention 
in  the  body  of  the  paper. 

Similar  letters  of  reference  Indicate  like  parts  in  the  several  figures  where  they  occur. 

I select  suitable  paper,  and,  applying  the  gum  on  one  face,  Wt  it  dry.  I the  entire  sheet  between 

embossed  plates,  or  pass  it  through,  between  embossing-rollers.  I then  flatten  a portion  or  tho  whole  of  the 
paper,  so  as  to  nearly  remove  all  indications  of  the  embossing,  except  that  the  fibre  of  the  paper  remains  dis- 
turbed, and  partially  broken.  After  this  I print  on  the  surfaco  thus  prepared. 

I esteem  it  greatly  preferable  to  leave  a portion  .of  each  stamp  unprinted,  and  untouched  either  by  the 
printing  device  or  the  flattening  device,  but  some  of  the  advantages  of  my  invention  may  be  attained  without 
thus  proceeding. 

I do  toot  deem  it  necessary  to  describe  the  devices  for  embossing,  flattening,  printing,  etc.,  as  they  may  bo  ^ 
of  any  convenient  character  known  to  mechanics;  but  I prefer  surface-printing,  as  it  is  more  easy  by  that  style 
of  printing  to  leave  a portion  of  each  stamp  untouched  and  unaffected. 

The  ordinary  surface  of  a stomp  which  is  printed  by  a plate  is  more  compressed  than  usual.  When  paper 
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i860  to  1868  was  one  during  which  numerous  patents  were  granted  for  devices  to  render 
postage  stamps  free  from  fraudulent  re-use. 

The  Gibson  Patent  No.  41,118  of  January  5,  1864,  provided  for  stamps  to  be  printed 
on  fugitive  ink  that  would  wash  off  when  wet.  In  the  Wyckoff  Patent  No.  53,723  dated 
April  3,  1866,  a soluble  surface  of  water  color  was  spread  on  the  paper  and  the  ink 
printed  over  it.  Dampness  would  remove  both.  The  Francis  Patent,  No.  48,389  of  June 
27,  1865,  called  for  printing  the  stamps  on  chemically  treated  paper.  Other  patents  were 
held  by  Loewenberg,  Macdonough,  Hulot,  Bowlsby  and  Wyckoff.  Experimental  papers, 
inks,  gums,  and  perforations  were  submitted.  The  most  successful  method  finally  was 
the  use  of  grills.* 

The  Postmaster  General  in  his  report  dated  November  26,  1867,  remarked:  “Experi- 
ments are  in  progress  with  a postage  stamp  printed  on  embossed  paper,  which  seems  to 
afford  good  security  against  fraud.  The  fibres  of  the  paper  being  broken,  cancelling 
marks  almost  necessarily  penetrate,  so  that  they  cannot  easily  be  removed  without  destroy- 
ing the  stamp.” 

Charles  F.  Steel  of  Brooklyn,  New  York,  was  granted  Patent  No.  70,147  on  October 
22,  1867.  (See  illustration.)  Excerpts  taken  from  the  patent  papers  reveal  the  principles 
involved  in  the  grilling: 

The  object  of  my  invention  is  to  produce  a stamp  which  shall  stick  better  than  usual,  and 
which  it  shall  be  impossible  to  fraudulently  remove  and  use  again  . . . 

Some  of  the  advantages  due  to  certain  features  of  my  invention  may  be  separately  enumerated 
as  follows : — 

First.  By  reason  of  the  fact  that  the  paper  of  my  stamp  is  partially  broken,  I am  able  to 
make  the  paper  more  flexible  and  elastic,  and  less  liable  to  loosen  itself  by  shrinkage  in  drying;  and 
also  am  able  to  insure  the  destruction  of  the  stamp  in  any  effort  to  fraudulently  remove  it,  by 
making  the  stamp  too  weak  to  be  removed  entire;  and  also  to  ensure  that  there  shall  be  cavities 
and  ragged  fractures  in  the  paper,  which  cavities  will  remain  unfilled  until  the  cancelling-ink 
is  applied,  and  will  afterwards  hold  the  same,  so  that  it  cannot  be  washed  away  or  otherwise  removed. 

Second.  By  reason  of  the  fact  that  the  gum  is  laid  on  my  stamp  before  the  embossing  or 
partial  beaking  of  the  paper,  I am  able  to  avoid  the  filling  of  the  cavities  with  gum.  The  ordinary 
wetting  of  the  stamp  to  apply  it  commences  to  soften  the  gum  on  the  outside,  and  does  not  soften 
it  so  much  as  to  cause  the  gum  to  penetrate  the  fractures,  and  the  fractures  remain  open,  in  the 
same  condition  as  if  no  gum  were  applied. 

Third.  By  reason  of  the  flattening  of  my  stamps  after  their  partial  breakage  or  disturbance 
along  the  lines  as  described,  I am  able  to  print  on  the  partially-broken  surface  as  perfectly  as  if  it 
had  not  been  disturbed,  while  cavities  are  still  allowed  to  remain  partially  but  not  entirely  closed, 
to  weaken  the  stamp  and  to  receive  and  hold  the  cancelling  ink,  as  specified. 

Fourth.  By  reason  of  the  fact  that  a portion  of  my  stamp  is  left  unflattened  and  inprinted,  I 
am  able  to  insure  a still  greater  degree  of  permeability  in  the  material  of  the  stamp  to  receive  and 
retain  the  cancelling-ink  . . . 

I am  indebted  to  Dr.  Glenn  E.  Jackson  for  the  privilege  of  examining  some  papers 
of  historical  interest  now  in  his  possession.  The  first  of  these  confirms  the  initial  grilled 
issue  by  the  National  Bank  Note  Co.  in  1867: 


POST-OFFICE  DEPARTMENT 
Finance  Office 

August  1 6th  1867 


Sir : 


I have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a copy  of  an  order  of  the  Postmaster  General,  issued, 
yesterday,  under  the  seventh  section  of  an  Act  of  Congress  approved  June  12,  1866-accepting  the 


* Sol  Altmann,  in  a series  of  articles  beginning  in  Thf.  Essay-Proof  Journal  No.  42,  has  recorded 
a complete  list  of  U.  S.  patents  for  the  improvement  of  postage,  revenue  stamps,  postal  cards,  envelopes, 
letter  sheets,  inks,  etc. 
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proposal  of  the  National  Bank  Note  Company  of  New  York  City  to  furnish  a new  style  of  postage 
stamps,  for  one  year  from  this  date,  at  the  rate  of  twenty  cents  per  thousand ; and  also  providing 
for  the  continuance  of  the  Contract,  which  expired  yesterday,  with  the  said  Company,  for  furnishing 
the  present  style  of  postage  stamps  at  Twelve  cents  a thousand. 

I also  enclose  an  order  of  the  P.  M.  General  allowing  $200.  to  said  Contractor  for  One  Million 
of  the  new  style  of  stamps  furnished — for  which  amount,  be  pleased  to  issue  a Report  in  their  favor. 

Very  respectfully, 

A.  N.  Zevely 

Third  Assist.  P.  Al.  Gen’l. 


J.  M.  McGrew,  Esq. 

Auditor, 

For  the  P.  O.  Dept. 

Competition  for  tlie  1869  Contract 

Following  this  1867  issue  by  the  National  Bank  Note  Co.,  there  were  notices  in  the 
stamp  periodicals  that  a new  issue  of  postage  stamps  was  under  consideration.  During 
June  of  1868,  Postmaster  General  Randall  placed  an  advertisement  for  bids  for  a new 
contract.  Sections  of  this  advertisement  are  reproduced  here: 


Post-Office  Department 
June  22,  1868 

Proposals  will  be  received  until  12  M.  on  July  22,  next,  for  furnishing  postage  stamps  for  a 
term  of  four  years,  commencing  22nd  September  next. 

. . . On  all  of  the  stamps  the  denomination  must  be  given  distinctly  in  figures  as  well  as  letters, 
and  the  whole  work  must  be  executed  in  the  best  style.  The  stamps  must  be  prepared  in  such 
a manner  that  any  attempt  to  remove  them  from  a letter  or  packet  will  so  multilate  them  as  to 
render  them  useless. 

. . . Special  proposals  for  stamps  on  embossed  paper  as  now  in  use  are  invited  . . . 

. . . Each  bid  is  to  be  accompanied  with  a specimen  of  the  style  of  engraving  and  quality  of  the 
paper  to  be  furnished,  which  will  be  submitted  to  competent  persons  to  be  selected  by  the  Postmaster- 
General,  for  examination ; the  accepted  bidder  before  the  final  consummation  of  the  contract,  will 
be  required  to  prepare  designs  and  furnish  proof  impressions  of  the  engravings  of  the  several 
denominations  of  stamps  . . . 

. . . Proposals  should  be  carefully  sealed,  and  marked  ‘Proposals  for  postage-stamps’  and  addressed 
to  the  ‘Third  Assistant  Postmaster-General.’ 

Alex.  TV . Randall 
Post  mas  ter- General 

On  the  day  following  receipt  of  the  bids,  Postmaster  General  Randall  issued  the 
following  order: 

Post-Office  Department 
July  23,  1868 

Ordered,  That 

Dr.  George  C.  Shaeffer,  Librarian  of  the 
Patent  Office;  John  B.  Guthrie,  Special 
Agent,  Treasury  Department;  Dr. 

Benjamin  F.  Craig,  Army  Medical  Museum; 

and  A.  N.  Zevely,  Third  Ass’t  Postmaster-General,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  a committee 
to  examine  and  report  on  the  relative  merits  of  specimens  of  postage-stamps,  which  have  been 
submitted,  w'ith  proposals,  under  an  advertisement  of  this  Department  of  June  22,  1868. 

Alex.  TV.  Randall 
Post  master- General 

The  American  Bank  Note  Co.,  Butler  & Carpenter,  George  T.  Jones,  and  the  National 
Bank  Note  Co.  submitted  bids  which  were  considered.  National  was  very  anxious  to 
secure  this  contract  and  went  to  great  expense  to  prepare  its  specimens.  It  did  more 
than  submit  a specimen  of  the  style  of  engraving  and  the  quality  of  the  paper  to  be  fur- 
nished as  requested  in  the  advertisement:  it  furnished  complete  sheets  of  finished  sample 
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postage  stamps  in  various  colors  on  different  types  of  paper  and  even  gummed  and  per- 
forated in  some  instances. 

The  National  Bank  Note  Co.  also  held  the  exclusive  rights  to  the  Chas.  F.  Steel 
patent  covering  the  embossing  process.  It  is  believed  that  this  was  the  contributing  factor 
in  granting  them  the  final  contract.  A letter  now  in  the  possession  of  Dr.  Glenn  E. 
Jackson  reprinted  here  shows  another  argument  used  by  the  company,  namely,  the  re- 
quirement of  fireproof  premises: 


WILLARDS  HOTEL 
SYKES,  CHADWICK,  & CO., 


Washington,  D.  C.,  July  23,  1868 


To  Hon.  A.  W.  Randall 

Postmaster-General. 

The  undersigned  President  of  the  National  Bank  Note  Co.  of  New  York  begs  leave  most 
respectfully  to  protest  against  the  consideration  of  the  proposals  for  Postage  Stamps  submitted  by 
Messrs.  Butler  and  Carpenter  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.  by  the  Post  Office  Department  for  the  reason 
that  Said  Butler  and  Carpenter  are  not  in  occupation  of  fire  proof  premises  as  required  by  the  terms 
of  the  Advertisement  to  be,  in  order  to  have  their  proposal  considered,  And  that  they  do  not  propose 
nor  offer  to  manufacture,  the  Stamps  in  fire  proof  premises. 

And  the  undersigned  hereby  ofifer  to  prove  that  his  assertions  herein  made  are  correct  and  true, 
and  refers  to  the  terms  of  the  proposals  of  said  Butler  & Carpenter  as  evidence  thereof.  The  under- 
signed further  for  the  same  reasons  respectfully  protests  against  the  reception  or  consideration  of 

the  proposals  of  Mr.  George  T.  Jones  and  submits  that  a compliance  with  the  terms  of  the 
advertisement  for  proposals  and  the  Manufacture  of  Stamps  in  thoroughly  fire  proof  premises  involves 
additional  expense  over  and  above  the  expense  of  such  manufacture  in  premises  not  fire  proof  and 
that  his  Company  having  complied  in  all  respects  with  the  conditions  of  the  advertisement  for 

proposals  and  being  in  occupation  of  thoroughly  fire  proof  and  approved  premises  the  bids  or 
proposals  of  others  not  complying  with  such  terms  and  conditions  ought  not  in  justice  and  right 

to  be  considered  in  competition  with  the  proposals  of  the  Company  which  the  undersigned  represents. 

The  undersigned  begs  leave  to  add  that  in  the  character  of  work  and  artistic  execution  of 
engraving  he  challenges  all  opposition  and  that  it  is  not  at  all  upon  such  grounds  that  he  opposes 
& protests  against  the  reception  of  the  bids  aforesaid  but  solely  that  all  bidders  may  stand  upon 

an  equal  footing  and  that  bids  from  parties  not  now  engaged  in  the  business  of  engraving  & printing 
or  from  parties  proposing  to  do  the  work  in  an  inferior  manner  or  in  premises  risky  & dangerous 

and  exposing  the  Department  to  the  risk  of  having  the  supply  of  stamps  suddenly  cut  off  ought 

not  to  be  considered  in  competition  with  proposals  in  all  respects  complying  to  the  terms  of  the 

advertisement  for  proposals. 

The  National  Bank  Note  Co.  further  protests  and  represents  that  said  Company  has  the  6ole 
and  exclusive  right  and  privilege  to  manufacture  embossed  stamps  from  the  patentee  of  the  same 

and  would  feel  constrained  in  order  to  protect  its  rights  and  property  to  enjoin  and  estop  all  other 
persons  from  manufacturing  or  supplying  the  same. 

I have  the  honor  to  be 

Very  Respectfully  Yours, 

F.  Shepard 

(President ) 

The  argument  ot  the  National  Bank  Note  Co.  that  the  provision  of  fireproof  premises 
was  a very  important  consideration  in  the  award  of  the  contract  had  a most  interesting 
aftermath  in  that  the  building  to  be  used  by  the  firm  of  Butler  & Carpenter,  known  as 
the  Dr.  D.  Jayne  & Son  building  in  Philadelphia,  did  in  fact  burn  down.  Through  the 
courtesy  of  Mathias  Koref  this  building  is  shown  in  the  illustration  of  the  one-cent 
proprietary  revenue  stamp  (Scott  RS  144). 

A fire  was  reported  in  this  building  in  the  Public  Ledger , Philadelphia,  1 uesday, 
March  5,  1872,  as  follows: 

Watchman  of  J.  R.  Carpenter  said  [the]  fire  started  in  [the]  third  floor  which  as  well  as  the 
fourth  was  occupied  by  J.  R.  Carpenter,  manufacturer  of  Revenue  stamps.  It  began  in  [the] 
rear  portion  of  the  building  on  the  third  floor,  the  Center  St.  front,  and  extended  upward  to  the 
roof,  passing  in  its  way  through  Mr.  Carpenter’s  entire  establishment. 
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from  the  president  of  the  National  Bank  Note  Co.  protesting  consideration  of 
& Carpenter’s  proposals  because  of  their  lack  of  fireproof  premises  as 
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demanded  by  the  government 
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1 


Scott  # Court sey  of  Mathias  Koref 

ES  1 St- 

Private  die  revenue  stamp  showing  the  building  in  which  Butler  & 

Carpenter  were  located 


The  Public  Ledger  called  this  tower  a cupola.  It  stated  that  “at  1 :20  the  cupola 

fell.” 

The  fifth  floor  [was]  occupied  by  Martin  Newman,  engraver,  and  the  printing  and  packing 
rooms  of  Eben  C.  Jayne  and  John  K.  Walker,  manufacturers  of  Dr.  Jayne’s  family  medicines  . . . 
Mr.  Carpenter  had  about  twenty  persons  in  his  rooms  and  employed  a large  number  of  operatives, 
male  and  female.  Besides  he  had  a stock  of  Banknote  paper  on  hand,  and  other  materials.  All 
the  presses  of  Mr.  Carpenter  were  destroyed.” 

The  following  are  excerpts  from  an  article  in  the  Pennsylvania  Triangle , May  1953, 
which  showed  a large  photograph  of  the  building: 

Jayne’s  Granite  Building  Fire,  Monday,  Mar.  4,  1872  . . . then  the  highest  structure  in 
Philadelphia.  Erected  1849,  50  for  David  Jayne.  Architect  William  John  Johnston.  Described  by 
Charles  Peterson  as  a forerunner  of  the  Skyscraper.  . . . total  height  - 113  feet  and  4 inches. 
Because  of  this  immense  height  it  was  impossible  for  the  fire  hoses  to  reach  the  circular  windows 
of  the  eighth  floor,  where  the  flames  were  raging.  At  precisely  1 125  A.M.  the  tower  sank  gracefully 
out  of  sight  and  when  the  flames  were  finally  extinguished  only  the  three  lowest  floors  were  left 
standing. 

On  July  28,  1868,  the  board  made  its  report  and  voted  in  favor  of  the  National  Bank 
Note  Co.  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  Butler  & Carpenter  submitted  the  low^er  bid.  Its 
report  stated : 

The  National  Bank  Note  Company  also  offers  a series  of  stamps,  the  nature  and  style  of  which 
will  be  seen  by  the  accompanying  specimens.  They  are  furnished  at  the  place  of  manufacture  for  25^ 
per  thousand,  in  packages  of  10,000  each,  or  in  packages  of  not  less  than  200  each  . . . 

. . . The  choice  of  bids  seen  to  the  Board  to  lie  between  those  of  the  two  above  mentioned  Bank 
Note  Companies.  For  excellence  of  design  and  execution  the  stamps  of  the  National  Company  are 
to  be  preferred  . . . 

...  It  appears  to  the  Board  that  the  bid  of  the  National  Bank  Note  Company  is  the  most 
advantageous  for  the  public  service,  taking  into  account  both  the  price  and  the  style  of  work,  and 
the  novelty  of  good  taste  of  the  designs  furnished. 

The  contract  with  the  National  Bank  Note  Co.  for  furnishing  postage  stamps  is 
dated  December  12,  1868,  and  is  for  a period  of  four  years  from  February  1,  1869.  It 
provides  that  stamps  shall  be  furnished  at  the  rate  25^2  cents  per  thousand,  which  in- 
cludes the  addressing  of  packages  and  filling  out  of  the  necessary  receipts. 

It  also  provided  that  the  company  shall  furnish  all  “printed  blanks,  circulars,  receipts, 
notices  and  labels  for  packages  of  stamps;  shall  convey  from  the  factory  to  the  Post  Office 
all  packages  of  stamps  to  be  dispatched,  and  deliver  them  to  a duly  authorized  person  in 
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The  1869  Contract 

the  registry  department  of  said  Post  Office;  shall  provide  all  laborers  and  messenger 
service  between  the  factory  and  the  Post  Office,  and  provide  a suitable  apartment  for 
the  use  of  the  stamp  agent  of  the  Department.” 

A handwritten  working  copy  of  the  contract,  now  in  Dr.  Jackson’s  possession,  is  re- 
produced here  in  full  with  the  marginal  notes  as  well: 


Agreement 


To  manufacture 
all  P.  O.  stamps 
For  a term  of  4 
years,  Feb.  1 ’69 
to  Feb.  ’73 
Price 

25 P-M. 

As  daily  ordered 

not  less  than 

200  stamps  in  a 

Pk’g. 

boxed 

covered 

or  enveloped 

To  direct 

and  forward 

Re-examination 

of  p’k’g’s  by  Agt. 

Quality  of  Stamps 

Gumming 

Perforating 

Embossing 

Stamps  to 
be 

furnished 
as  ordered 
by  P.  O.  D. 
Designs 


Periodical 

Stamps 


Repairs 
of  Dies 
Dies  to 
belong  to 
U.  S. 


This  Agreement  made  between  the  United  States  of  America,  by  Alexander 
W.  Randall,  Postmaster  General  of  the  one  part,  and  the  National  Bank 

Note  Company  of  New  York,  by  Fitch  Shepard,  President  of  said  company, 
of  the  other  part:  Witnesseth,  That  it  is  agreed  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  of  America  to  employ  the  said  “The  National  Bank  Note  Company” 
to  manufacture  and  furnish  for  the  use  of  the  Post  Office  Department  all  the 
postage  stamps  which  may  be  required  by  the  Postmaster  General  for  a term 
of  four  years  to  commence  on  the  first  day  of  February  Anno  Domini  Eighteen 

hundred  and  sixty  nine  according  to  the  stipulations  and  provisions  herein 

contained,  viz : The  said  party  of  the  second  part  agree  to  manufacture  and 
furnish  said  postage  stamps  for  the  price  of  twenty-five  and  one-half  cents 
per  thousand  stamps,  and  deliver  the  same  to  the  Agent  of  the  Department 
at  New  York,  separated  in  such  quantities  as  may  be  daily  ordered  for  the 
use  of  the  post  offices,  and  never  less  than  two  hundred  stamps  in  a package, 
and  securely  packed  in  tin  cases  or  in  suitable  binders’-board  boxes,  with 

muslin  or  other  equally  strong  covers,  or  in  lined  envelopes,  or  otherwise, 
according  to  the  quantity  and  distance  said  packages  are  to  be  conveyed,  as 
may  be  required  by  the  Post  Office  Department,  and  to  direct  said  packages 
for  the  mails,  and  fill  up  and  direct  the  blank  receipts  therefor,  under  the 
direction  of  an  Agent  of  the  Department,  which  said  blank  receipts  are  to 
accompany  each  package;  and  that  all  such  packages  before  mailing  shall 
be  reexamined  and  re-counted  by  the  said  Agent  of  the  Department ; and 
that  all  said  stamps  shall  be  furnished  in  sheets,  printed  upon  the  best  paper, 
and  in  such  Colored  inks,  of  the  best  quality,  as  the  Postmaster  General  may 
direct,  perfectly  gummed  and  perforated  on  the  lines  of  separation  in  such 
manner  that  each  stamp  may  be  readily  detached  and  used  ; and  also  embossed 
like  the  stamps  now  in  use. 

And  the  said  party  of  the  second  part  agrees  to  furnish  the  said  stamps 
of  the  denominations  of  one  cent,  two  cents,  three  cents,  six  cents,  ten  cents, 
twelve  cents,  fifteen  cents,  twenty  four  cents,  thirty  cents,  and  ninety  cents,  in 
such  quantities  as  may  be  ordered  by  the  Post  Office  Department.  The  said 
stamps  to  be  of  the  following  designs,  viz:  for  the  one  cent  stamp  a ‘‘head 
of  Franklin”;  for  the  two  cents  stamp  a “post  horse  and  rider”;  for  the 
three  cents  stamp  a “locomotive” ; for  the  six  cents  stamp  a “head  of 
Washington”;  for  the  ten  cents  stamp  an  “eagle  and  shield”;  for  the  twelve 
cents  stamp  an  “ocean  steamship” ; for  the  fifteen  cents  stamp  “the  Landing 
of  Columbus” ; for  the  twenty  four  cents  stamp  “the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence” ; for  the  thirty  cents  stamp  an  “eagle  and  shield” ; and  for  the 
ninety  cents  stamp  a “head  of  Lincoln” ; provided,  that  the  stamps  of  the 
four  last  named  denominations  shall  be  printed  in  two  colors.  On  all  the 
stamps  the  denominations  to  be  distinctly  given  in  figures  as  well  as  letters, 
and  the  whole  work  to  be  executed  in  the  best  style  of  line  engraving  on 
steel. 


And  the  said  party  of  the  second  part  further  agrees  to  furnish  from 

plates  now  in  use  stamps  known  as  “periodical  stamps”  of  the  several 
denominations  of  five  cents,  ten  cents,  and  twenty  five  cents,  of  the  following 
designs,  viz:  for  the  five  cents  stamp  the  “head  of  Washington”;  for  the 
ten  cents  stamp  the  “head  of  Franklin” ; and  for  the  twenty  five  cents  stamp 
the  “head  of  Lincoln”,  in  such  quantities  as  may  be  ordered  by  the  Post- 
master General,  subject  to  the  same  provisions  as  apply  to  the  regular  post- 
age stamps,  for  the  sum  of  two  (2)  dollars  per  thousand  stamps. 

And  the  said  party  of  the  second  part  further  agrees  to  engrave  and 

keep  in  repair  all  the  steel  dies  and  plates  necessary  to  furnish  the  above 

mentioned  denominations  of  stamps  or  others,  without  charge,  at  the  pleasure 

of  the  Department;  and,  it  is  further  expressly  agreed  that  all  plates,  dies 
or  rolls  are  to  be  the  property  of  the  United  States  for  the  service  of  the 
Post  Office  Department,  and  shall  be  delivered  to  the  Postmaster  General,  or 
his  authorized  agent  whenever  demanded. 
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Die  proof  of  portrait  of  Alexander  W. 
Randall  of  Wisconsin,  Postmaster  General 
under  Andrew  Johnson  1866-60 
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And  the  said  party  of  the  second  part  further  agrees  that  all  the  orders 
of  the  said  Department  for  stamps  of  the  respective  denominations,  and  for 
such  other  denominations  as  may  hereafter  be  ordered,  shall  be  filled  and 
executed  with  reasonable  dispatch,  and  that  the  stamps  shall  be  delivered  in 
such  quantities  and  at  such  times  as  the  Department  may  require,  to  the 

Agent  of  the  Department  appointed  to  receive  them,  and  at  the  end  of 
each  quarter  or  oftener  if  required,  the  said  party  of  the  second  part  shall 
furnish  a statement,  under  oath,  of  all  the  stamps  of  each  denomination 
furnished  or  delivered  to  said  Agent. 

And  the  said  party  of  the  second  part  further  agrees  that  when  the 

said  plates,  dies  or  rolls  are  not  in  actual  use  in  the  making  of  said  stamps, 

they  shall  be  carefully  enveloped  and  sealed  up,  the  Agent  of  the  Department 
placing  his  seal,  and  the  party  of  the  second  part  placing  their  seal  upon  the 
package,  which  shall  be  deposited  for  safe  keeping  either  with  the  Assistant 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States  in  New  York,  or  with  the  Postmaster  in  New 
York,  as  the  Postmaster  General  may  direct.  The  reopening  of  said  package, 
when  again  required  for  use,  is  to  take  place  in  the  presence  of  an  Agent 
of  the  Department,  and  the  party  of  the  second  part,  or  their  Agent,  each 
breaking  his  own  seal.  And  the  party  of  the  second  part  further  agrees 
that,  if  the  Postmaster  General  shall  deem  it  necessary,  he  may  appoint 
a Special  Agent  of  the  Department  who  shall  be  present  at  all  times  when 

the  plates,  dies,  or  rolls,  are  taken  from  the  place  of  deposit  to  be  delivered 

to  the  party  of  the  second  part  for  the  execution  of  any  order  for  stamps 
given  by  the  Department,  and  be  and  remain  with  them  during  the  process 
of  printing  said  stamps,  as  fast  as  they  may  be  finished. 

It  is  further  expressly  agreed  and  stipulated  by  the  party  of  the  second 
part  that  all  dies,  plates,  and  stamps  within  their  custody  by  virtue  of  this 
agreement,  shall  be  safely  kept  and  deposited,  and  all  the  work  connected 
with  the  manufacture  and  delivery  of  the  stamps  shall  be  done  in  a fire- 
proof building. 
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And  the  said  party  of  the  second  part  further  covenants  and  agrees  that 
they  will  not  prepare,  nor  permit  to  be  prepared  in  their  establishment  any 

similar  dies,  rolls,  plates  or  engravings,  from  which  printed  stamps  might 
be  issued  resembling  those  prepared  for  the  Post  Office  Department,  and, 
further,  that  they  will  adopt  every  means  in  their  power  to  prevent  the  issue 
by  any  one  in  their  employ  or  connected  with  their  establishment,  of  postage 
stamps  from  the  dies,  rolls  or  plates  engraved  and  used  for  the  Post  Office 
Department,  or  any  other  stamps  resembling  them. 

And  the  said  party  of  the  second  part  hereby  bind  themselves  and  their 
successors  in  the  sum  of  Twenty  thousand  dollars,  that  they  will  be  re- 

sponsible to  the  United  States  for  any  and  all  damages  that  may  be  sustained 
by  any  violation  of  any  of  the  stipulations  of  this  agreement,  or  by  any 
omission  to  fulfill  them  in  their  true  spirit  and  meaning,  and  agree  that  for 
such  violation  or  omission  the  Postmaster  General  shall  have  the  right 

to  annul  this  Agreement. 

And  it  is  agreed  upon  the  part  of  the  United  States  to  pay  the  said 

party  of  the  second  part  quarter  yearly  for  all  the  letter  stamps  delivered  to 
and  inspected  by  the  proper  office  or  Agent  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  in 
the  City  of  New  York,  at  the  price  or  sum  of  twenty-five  and  one  half 
cents  per  thousand  stamps,  and  that  no  additional  expense  to,  or  allowance 
therefor  will  be  made  by  the  United  States  for  or  on  account  of  any  making 
or  changing  of  dies,  rolls,  plates  or  colors  of  inks,  or  on  account  of  packages 
or  boxes,  or  on  any  other  account  or  pretence  whatever  in  connection  with 
or  growing  out  of  this  contract:  except  as  to  printed  blanks  and  periodical 
stamps  above  referred  to. 

And  it  is  further  agreed  that  the  Postmaster  General,  whenever  he  may 
deem  it  expedient  to  do  so,  may  cause  the  mode  and  place  of  packing  and  direct- 
ing the  stamps,  and  of  filling  up  and  directing  the  receipts,  and  delivering  the 
stamps  as  above  provided  for  to  be  changed,  and  that  said  delivery,  directing, 
packing  etc.,  shall  be  made  at  the  Post  Office  Department  in  Washington, 
D.  C. ; And  it  is  agreed  and  understood  between  the  parties  hereto,  that 
in  the  event  of  such  change  of  mode  and  place  of  delivery  being  made,  the 
said  party  of  the  second  part  shall  have  and  receive  two  cents  per  thousand 
letter  stamps,  making  twenty  seven  and  one  half  cents  per  thousand,  pay- 
able quarter  yearly  as  aforesaid,  for  all  the  stamps  delivered  at  the  Post  Office 
Department,  after  inspection  and  approval  by  a proper  officer  or  Agent  of 
said  Department. 

And  the  said  party  of  the  second  part  further  agrees  to  furnish  all 
printed  blanks,  circulars,  receipts,  notices,  and  labels  for  packages  of  postage 
stamps,  and  to  convey  from  the  manufactory  to  the  post  office  at  New  York, 
in  securely  locked  bags,  all  stamps  that  are  to  be  dispatched,  and  deliver 
the  same  to  a duly  authorized  person  in  the  registry  department  of  the  said 
post-office;  and  to  provide  all  laborers,  and  messengers  service  between  the 
manufactory  of  stamps  and  the  post  office,  under  the  direction  and  super- 
vision of  an  Agent  of  the  Department,  and  to  provide  a suitable  apartment 
in  the  manufactory  for  the  use  of  the  said  Agent  of  the  Department ; and  for 
the  additional  sum  of  two  cents  per  thousand  stamps-making  the  whole  cost 
twenty  seven  and  one  half  cents  per  thousand,  which  sum  the  party  of  the 
first  part  hereby  agrees  to  pay  quarterly. 

And  it  is  further  agreed  and  understood  that  the  said  National  Bank 
Note  Company  shall  not  dispose  of,  assign  or  transfer  this  contract  to  any 
other  Company  or  party,  without  the  consent  of  the  Postmaster  General  being 
first  had  and  obtained  thereto ; and  that  the  terms  and  provisions  of  this 
contract  may  be  modified  or  extended  beyond  the  time  named,  provided,  such 
continuances  shall  be  mutually  agreed  upon  by  the  contracting  parties. 

In  witness  whereof  we  the  said  parties  have  hereunder  set  their 

hands  and  respective  seals  this  twelfth  day  of  December,  One 

thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-eight. 

Attest 

A.  N.  Zevely  Alex  W.  Randall 

Third  A sst.  to  P.  M.  General 

P.  M.  Gen’l 

Attest  F.  Shepard,  Pres’t 

J.  Macdonough , Secy.  National  Bank  Note  Co. 
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Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  we,  the  National  Bank  Note 
Company  of  the  city  of  New  York,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  and  Fitch 
Shepard  and  William  D.  Nichols,  of  the  same  place,  are  held  and  firmlv 
Bond  bound  unto  the  United  States  of  America  in  the  just  and  full  sum  of  twenty- 

five  thousand  dollars,  for  the  payment  whereof,  well  and  truly  to  be  made,  we 
bind  ourselves,  our  successors,  heirs,  executors  and  administrators,  jointly  and 
severally  by  these  presents. 

In  witness  whereof  we  have  hereunto  subscribed  our  names  and 
affixed  our  respective  seals,  this  twelfth  day  of  December,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight-hundred  and  sixty  eight. 

The  conditions  of  this  obligation  is  such,  that  whereas  the  above  bounden 
the  National  Bank  Note  Company  have  this  day  made  and  entered  into 
Articles  of  Agreement  with  the  United  States  of  America  to  manufacture 
and  furnish  for  the  use  of  the  Post  Office  Department  of  the  United  States 
of  America  all  the  postage  stamps  which  may  be  required  by  the  Postmaster 
General  for  a term  of  four  years,  under  the  Act  of  Congress  entitled  “An 
Act  to  establish  certain  Post  Routes,  and  for  other  purposes,”  approved 
March  3d,  1847,  which  said  Articles  of  Agreement  are  hereunto  annexed. 
Now  if  the  said,  The  National  Bank  Note  Company  shall  well  and  truly 
perform  each  and  all  of  the  stipulations  and  covenants  by  them  undertaken 
and  agreed  to  be  performed  in  the  aforesaid  Articles  of  Agreement,  according 
to  their  true  intent,  spirit  and  meaning,  then  the  above  obligation  shall  be 
void,  otherwise,  it  shall  remain  in  full  force  against  each  and  all  of  us. 

F.  Shepard,  Pres’t 
IF.  D.  Nichols 


Attest 

J.  Alacdonough 
Sec’y 

I hereby  certify  that  I am  well  acquainted  with  Fitch  Shepard  and 
William  D.  Nichols,  who  have  signed  the  foregoing  bond,  and  with  their 
pecuniary  condition,  and  that  they  are  good  and  sufficient  sureties  severally 
for  double  the  amount  of  the  penalty  in  the  foregoing  bond. 

John  G.  Cisco 
James  Kelly 
P.  M. 

In  an  internal  Post  Office  memo  just  come  to  light,  a clerk  reported  the  following: 

The  labels,  blanks,  receipts,  circulars,  notices,  etc.  were  formerly  prepared  at  the  Government 
Printing  Office,  and  furnished  by  the  Department  to  the  Agent  at  N.  Y.  The  Dep’t  paid  rent,  at 
rate  of  $1,000.00  per  ann.  for  the  office  used  by  its  Stamp  Agent.  The  postmaster  at  New  York 
supplied  the  laborers  and  messengers  between  the  factory  and  the  post  office.  The  Dep’t  also 
employed  a clerk  in  the  Stamp  Agency,  to  fill  up  receipts,  and  address  packages  at  rate  of  $1,000. 
per  ann. 

When  the  Contract  was  executed  it  was  supposed  that  the  new  stamps  would  be  issued  about 
Feb’y  1st,  but  the  issue  did  not  take  place  until  March  19th,  1869,  on  which  date  by  the  terms  of 
the  Contract  the  salary  of  the  stamp  clerk  and  the  rest  of  room  for  use  of  the  Agent  ceased.  Notice 
to  this  effect  was  given  to  the  Agent  by  the  3rd  Assis’t  P.  M.  General.  The  Company  commenced 
furnishing  the  blank  receipts  during  the  early  part  of  February. 

There  being  a considerable  number  of  the  old  stamps  on  hand  it  was  decided  to  continue  their 
issue  until  all  were  exhausted. 

The  Company  in  their  bill  just  rendered  claim  2 <f  per  thousand  stamps,  for  all  stamps  delivered 
since  February  1st,  including  both  the  old  and  the  new  styles. 

Is  this  claim  correct  or  should  they  be  paid  only  for  the  stamps  delivered  since  March  19, 
1869,  at  which  time  the  contract  really  commenced? 

We  don’t  know  how  the  stamp  clerk’s  problem  was  solved,  but  it  is  an  illustration 
of  but  one  of  the  problems  that  the  new  issue  created. 

A century  ago  a Presidential  change  took  place  just  as  one  took  place  this  year  of 
1969.  Andrew  Johnson  had  been  one  of  the  most  unpopular  Presidents,  and  on  February 
24,  1868,  the  House  of  Representatives  voted  to  impeach  him.  On  March  5,  the  Senate 
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organized  itself  to  hear  the  impeachments.  The  trial  took  place  between  March  13  and 
May  26,  1868,  but  the  Senate  failed  by  one  vote  to  remove  Andrew  Johnson  from  office. 

It  was  in  this  final  period  of  his  administration  that  the  stamp  changes  for  1869  were 
being  determined  with  Alexander  W.  Randall  as  the  Postmaster  General  and  A.  N.  Zevely 
as  the  "1  hird  Assistant  Postmaster  General. 

Ulysses  S.  Grant  was  successful  in  the  1868  election  and  was  inaugurated  as  President 
on  March  4,  1869.  He  appointed  John  A.  J.  Creswell  as  his  Postmaster  General;  the 
T hird  Assistant  became  W.  H.  H.  T errell.  By  the  time  the  stamps  under  the  contract 
of  1868  were  finally  released,  the  new  administration  inherited  designs  of  the  old  regime. 


John  A.  J.  Creswell,  Postmaster  General  under 

Grant,  1869-74 


Controversy  Over  the  Contract 

Butler  & Carpenter  were  still  not  satisfied  that  the  award  had  been  given  to  the 
National  Bank  Note  Co.  and  even  after  the  new  issue  was  being  used  they  continued  their 
attempt  to  have  the  contract  annulled  in  the  new  administration.  Among  the  original 
letters  referred  to  earlier,  we  quote  in  its  entirety  the  following  sent  by  this  company  to 
Postmaster  General  Creswell: 


Hon.  Mr.  Creswell 

Postmaster  General 

Washington,  D.  C. 


Philadelphia,  August  8th,  1869 


Sir : 


On  the  22nd  June  last  your  predecessor,  Alex.  W.  Randall  issued  "Proposals  for  Postage 
Stamps  , and,  in  accordance  therewith,  we  submitted  bona  fide  bids.  I beg  leave  to  solicit  earnestly 
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your  critical  attention  to  a brief  history  of  the  conduct  of  this  matter  whereby  we  believe  ourselves 
crossly  wronged,  and  the  Government  made  to  pay  between  thirty  and  forty  thousand  dollars  per 
annum,  for  the  contract  term,  for  stamps  by  no  means  equal  to  those  offered  by  us. 

The  contract  was  awarded  to  the  National  Bank  Note  Co.,  Oct.  3,  186S,  nearly  three  months 

after  the  date  (July  22,  1868)  fixed  for  the  presentation  of  proposals.  In  that  interval  of  time 
the  President  of  the  National  Co.  was  in  constant  correspondence  with  the  P.  O.  Department, 

unknown  to  us,  endeavoring  to  damage  our  character  for  ability  to  execute  the  work,  and  even 
offering  (so  great  wras  his  trepidation,)  to  take  the  contract  at  our  bid  rather  than  permit  us  to 
obtain  what  we  were  so  manifestly  entitled  to!  He  volunteered  to  come  down  from  $30.  to 
40,000  per  annum,  his  bid  rather  than  we  should  get  the  contract ! 

We  protested  at  once  against  the  award  as  a gross  injustice  against  ourselves  and  a wrong 
to  the  Government,  and  had  our  protest  placed  on  the  files  of  the  Department. 

I remark,  Sir,  on  this  matter  that  the  National  Bank  Note  Co.  offered  to  furnish  postage 
stamps  (vide  their  proposal  dated  July  22nd  1868)  at  25/2?  per  thousand  stamps  without  embossed 
paper,  or  2/'/ 2/  per  thousand  stamps  with  embossed  paper;  but  these  prices  were  independent  of 
the  Periodical  Stamps  for  w hich  they  demanded  the  price  formerly  obtained,  viz  $2.00  per  thousand ! 

We  offered  to  furnish  all  stamps,  including  the  Periodical  stamps,  at  17  cents  per  thousand,  or  8(4? 

per  thousand  less  then  the  bid  of  the  National  Co.,  irrespective  of  their  bid  for  the  Periodical  stamps 
at  $2.00  per  thousand.  We  have  every  advantage  and  facility  of  knowledge,  experience,  machinery, 
thoroughly  experienced  employes,  quarters,  etc.  to  guarantee  the  excellence  of  our  work,  and  the 
perfection  and  safety  of  our  deliveries,  etc.  The  writer  had  had  an  experience  of  several  years  as  a 
member  of  the  well  known  house  of  Toppan  Carpenter  Sc  Co.  (who  had  the  original  contract  for 
P.  O.  stamps  and  held  it  for  ten  years  introducing  the  use  of  perforators,  perfecting  the  system  of 
deliveries  and  in  the  entire  control  of  the  P.  Stamp  business,  during  which  period  the  Government 
repeatedly  expressed  its  approval  of  and  confidence  in  the  management  of  the  business.)  Despite 
these  facts  Mr.  Randall  awarded  the  contract  to  the  National  Bk.  Note  Co.,  but  in  terms  different 
from  their  offer.  He  says,  Oct.  3,  1868,  “Accept  the  proposal  (?)  of  the  National  Bank  Note  Co. 
to  furnish  postage  stamps  at  25  cents  a thousand  for  a term  of  four  years,  etc.  This  to  include 
embossing,  etc.,  etc.  . . .”  Now,  Sir,  the  proposal  of  the  National  Bank  Note  Co.  was  to  furnish 
stamps  including  embossing  at  27  cents  per  M.  What  semblance  of  right  had  the  P.  M.  General 
to  go  behind  the  record  and  aw'ard  the  contract  on  terms  two  cents  less  per  thousand  stamps  than 
the  contractors  offered  to  take  it  for?  Why  publish  proposals  if  parties  were  not  to  be  held  to 
their  terms?  The  Government  could  have  no  just  reason  to  doubt  our  perfect  ability  to  fulfil  the 
contract.  The  manufacture  of  stamps  was  our  specialtie.  (Sic)  1 had  sole  conduct  of  the  Postage 
Stamps  for  years ; and  we  have  had  the  Revenue  Stamps  since  their  introduction.  Contrast  the 
stamps  we  offered,  the  multitude  of  samples  we  offered,  with  the  stamps  now  issued  altogether 
inferior  to  any  ever  issued  by  the  Government.  Is  the  delible  blue  of  the  3 ct.  stamp  desirable? 
It  is  easily  obtained.  We  can  also  furnish  indelible  black,  gray,  green,  brown  and  purple  which 
the  contractors  have  not  offered  to  do.  Is  it  not  true  that  the  present  stamps  are  generally  con- 
demned? Does  your  Department  approve  of  them?  Are  they  not  also  smaller  than  stamps  pre- 
viously issued  and  hence  the  profit  of  the  contractors  is  enchanced  ? We  bid  for  stamps  of  similar 
size  to  those  always  used. 

I submit,  honored  Sir,  in  view  of  all  these  circumstances,  that  P.  M.  Gen’l  Randall  had  no 
right  in  law  or  equity  to  make  such  a monstrous  award  : that  the  Government  pays  between  $30,000. 
and  $40,000.  per  annum  (say  $160,000.  for  the  four  years  of  the  contract)  more  than  we  offered 
to  take  the  business  for;  and  that,  if  such  perversion  of  the  rights  of  publicly  invited  competitors 
be  permitted,  the  public  demand  for  proposals  by  any  Department  is  but  a snare  to  mislead  and 
betray  the  bonafide  bidders  and  the  Government. 

If  it  be  in  your  power  to  redress  this  wrong  I invoke  it  earnestly.  I have  now  the  means, 
machinery,  operatives,  etc.,  etc.  to  carry  out  every  duty  of  the  contract.  I feel  assured  the  Treasury 
Department  & the  Internal  Revenue  Bureau  will  endorse  my  conduct  of  their  business.  May  the 
records  of  your  own  Department  bear  strong  witness  in  my  behalf  when  I had  charge  of  the 
Postage  Stamp  business  for  Toppan,  Carpenter  & Co. 

Pardon  my  urgency  in  this  matter,  but  every  day  adds  to  my  sense  of  wrong  and  1 must 
still  hope  that,  however  useless  it  was  to  expect  a remedy  to  this  injustice  from  the  past  administra- 
tion, I am  justified  in  the  belief  that  you  will  insist  on  a thorough  examination  into  the  matter  & act 
“without  fear  or  favor”  on  the  facts  developed. 


Very  Respectfully  your  Obt.  Servt. 
Jos.  R.  Carpenter,  for 
Butler  Carpenter. 


the  new  Postmaster  General,  J.  A.  L reswell: 

About  a month  later  the  Butler  & Carpenter  firm  again  sent  a letter  ot  complaint  to 
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acycLajC  fo  f/wc  p^tAL/by  ud . 

3/dj  Con/feveA &i/cup  oAVaddt/  A (Aju  afezAAutd  J$a*i/oc/&/&  <Aor  (9c/ / 

/ fi'tf r ma/d  /Auu,  mcmd/J  afonr  (Ac  det/o  yJh  (y  <dd>.  df/fJ^uu/yP^/A 

<r0i  iybru<A?  __  Jh  Mad  /r^/c^i/aA  y* Urm,  /Ae.  Abcsdut/ 

yA //&  e/tfdtcncajt  Ac  wad  CCA  (dm^Z/md  <*sr7v<i/(/?r  *6u<u>  tn b//r  /AjC> 
(A.tf/Q/ba/Af/tMAyu^  A tftfjd  JldeAyirt-ri^  A)  djUsKjiyej  0-ud"  cAddu/d 

yAfa/Mdy  btgu^c^do  (Ac  *vrc/{ f *u±d  aida/ dtc#d fv&c  Aid  ^c,  bfadSk 
/fjyt/y  /Aydyn/dtCl/jd/ Cud  AlA  Jad/w  Mduj  /uwru/iH*  /fd/budv  ^Mjtd 

First  letter  from  Butler  & Carpenter  protesting  the  award  of  the  contract  for  the 

1809  series  to  the  National  Bank  Note  Co. 


Philadelphia,  Sept.  7,  1S69 


Hon.  J.  A.  J.  Cresvvell 
Postmaster  General 

Washington,  D.  C. 


Sir: 


On  the  8th  inst.  we  had  the  honor  to  address  you  respecting  the  present  Postage  Stamp  Contract, 
and  endeavouring  to  draw  your  considerate  attention  to  the  facts  attending  its  award. 

We  claim,  on  facts  shown  by  the  records  of  your  Department,  that  the  contract  was  awarded 
on  terms  different  from  those  offered  originally  by  the  successful  competitor,  viz:  the  National  Bank 
Note  Co.  of  New  York:  that  such  an  award  was  therefore  unjust  and  illegal,  null  and  void. 

We  claim  that  the  President  of  the  said  National  Bank  Note  Co.,  alarmed  at  our  bid  and 
the  hestitation  of  the  Department,  after  endeavouring  secretly  to  injure  our  business  reputation, 
begged  to  be  allowed  to  cut  down  his  bid  to  the  rate  of  ours — an  insignificant  matter  of  some  odd 
$30,000.  per  annum — rather  than  we  should  get  the  award  ! Such  an  enormous  award.  Such  an 
enormous  abatement  on  the  original  rate  is  certainly  strong  proof  of  the  bona  fide  nature  of  our 
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aMf/aS*'.  (/t/if.  / Sfdy. 


C^v 


c/yuna/// 


$U'  64/ & /uz*/  ^ /tsrrr/-  fa  **<* SjiiSsS 

//to  /2 

//  j/AeUC/  ystt'ls  6V*tJ ifagAtzdo  *&Z+<Sz*ri'  fa  mSrZ+f46*y'  ^ *44****/. 

^^4/  <S&U*rv  j 67/t jfauzfa  &/w0-rts  Jy  ffae/  rUsC*//fo  yru/l/  aCi^DOA^yy^ri/f^  //ictfr 

//w  tUtrt/rcLci  tv*4  <x4*cOifa4 <fa 

/fa;  44XsC^44C^tt£  &-t*^-uJ~cfa/y/  f-r^  - / ^t/  &/K/i/t/?ri<isb  Jj6tyJ^ 

^cTW  /^t/  ^LcJoh\  C4i  1 tuSAksC  n/«J  Z&tAljWv  ur^uA^ 

tl+xA.  c//£^,edlj/  rvcCCC  ocrfa  V-c-cd . 

{(;C  e&Utc  /AaS  /An  ^6 , 

aMUrr  u<£  a-  f <rt^A/  d<fd  OMTcC  aS  S&O  AmU^ScAsh/  Mv  fafo/jaoA^srzJ'^ 
W(/£<1<sx^clA4+ ILLCAo/tcj'  fa  cn^ciA*^  *xi/v  /o^Oni^A 
fa  do  a/Ztceejc/s  fa  acc/  e&co-^v  Aaa  fat/d  fa  /do  tczdb  *^fatoi6- 

gfi  isriAjjj  rx^iC/ttvfa  mafateS'  ff^.  frtfa//^fa-  00  G /ua-  ^rmz/sroi^  - r^ddio 

Z/ia+i/  64/e/  tlAs-U/efa  e/0/  /do  ^44'ai^O. / &£cO>d  a^u  a/*S*rr?*n/ 

Second  Butler  & Carpenter  letter,  repeating  the  protest  about  National’s  contract 


bid;  while  it  clearlv  demonstrates,  not  only  the  self-sacrificing  character  of  the  National  Company 
when  exposed  to  competition.  but  evinces  distinctly  how  wide  a margin  for  profit  was  made  in 
their  original  bid!  We  refer  you  respectfully  to  the  letter,  dated  July  30,  1868,  addressed  to 

the  Hon.  A.  N.  Zevely  3rd  Asst.  P.  M.  Gen’l  by  the  President  of  the  National  Bk.  Note  Co. 


With  regard  to  the  insinuations  and  charges  made  in  that  letter  against  our  artists,  employes, 
accommodations  & we  refute  them  by  the  facts:  that  we  have  had  charge  of  the  Revenue  Stamps 
from  the  beginning  of  their  issue,  and  that  we  have  yet  to  hear  of  complaint  or  reproof— or  other 
than  approval  from  the  Government  in  this  business:  and  that  this  very  President  of  the  National 
Company  made  a proposition  to  us  to  take  our  whole  establishment,  employes,  machinery,  rooms, 
vaults  etc  etc.,  off  our  hands,  and  conduct  the  stamp  business  as  we  had  done,  provided  we  were 
retired  from  it!  So  much  for  the  consistency— to  speak  mildly— of  this  person!  We  refer  to 
this  very  small  matter,  however,  only  to  claim  that  improper  and  unfair  efforts  were  made  to 
prejudice  our  interests,  by  a competitor,  without  our  knowledge;  and  we  deem  it  probable  from  the 
extraordinary  award  of  the  Contract  that  these  unjustifiable  arguments  had  force. 


We  see  it  now  stated  in  the  papers  that,  in  consequence  of  the  general  complaint  about  the 
present  stamps,  you  have  determined  to  recall  the  issue;  and  have  directed  the  preparation  of  dies 
of  the  heads  of  Washington,  Jefferson,  Franklin,  Lincoln,  etc.,  etc  and  printing  only  100  stamps 
to  the  sheet  of  issued  stamps  instead  of  150  as  is  now  the  case.  In  short,  it  would  appear  that 
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the  same  character  of  designs,  colors,  sizes,  etc.  as  we  submitted  at  the  original  bidding  are  now 
to  be  adopted ; and  yet,  Sir,  while  conclusive  testimony  is  thus  given  in  our  favor  by  the  Depart- 
ment the  work  is  still  continued  with  the  National  Bank  Note  Co.,  and  at  about  $30,000.  per  annum 
more  than  we  asked  for  it!  Is  this  just  to  us;  to  the  people;  to  the  Department  you  seek  to  render 
less  costly;  to  the  Government  so  earnestly  desirous  of  economy? 

We  protested  against  this  contract  at  the  beginning.  We  protest  now  against  its  continuance. 
We  wish  it  understood  and  put  on  record  that  our  bid  remains  now  as  it  was  first  proffered.  We 
declare  that  the  Post  Office  Department  is  now,  and  has  been  for  several  months,  paying  25^4  cents 
per  thousand  for  stamps  that  we  offered  originally,  and  do  now  offer,  to  furnish  as  beautiful,  perfect 
and  fully  as  worthy  of  the  approval  of  the  Government  and  people,  for  seventeen  (1  y<f)  cents  per 
thousand;  involving  a difference  in  favor  of  the  Government  by  our  bid,  of  some  $130,000  or 
$140,000,  for  the  contract  term. 

Surely,  Sir,  this  matter  calls  for  your  official  investigation  ; and,  if  there  be  a remedy,  we  ask 
to  apply  it. 

Very  Respectfully  yours, 
Butler  & Carpenter. 


W.  H.  H.  Terrell,  Third  Assistant  Postmaster 

General 


On  the  back  of  the  letter,  in  pencil,  is  this  signed  notation:  “Gen’l  Terrell  will  please 
look  into  this  subject  carefully  and  report  all  the  facts  together  with  his  own  suggestions 
to  me  at  an  early  day.  Creswell,  Sept.  8th,  ’69.”  On  September  29,  1869,  Third  Assistant 
Postmaster  General  W.  H.  H.  Terrell  reported  in  part: 

The  award  to  the  National  Bank  Note  Company  appears  to  have  been  reasonable  and  proper,  and 
it  would  now  seem  to  be  a very  great  stretch  of  authority  for  the  successor  of  the  contracting  Post- 
master-General to  set  aside  a solemn  award  and  contract  upon  the  complaint  and  application  of  a 
competing  establishment,  whose  bids  had  been  rejected  under  and  in  accordance  with  the  original 
terms  of  the  advertisement  for  ‘proposals.’  I am  therefore,  of  opinion  that  the  contract  with  the 
National  Bank  Note  Company  is  valid. 


?o 
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The  pencilled  order  by  Postmaster 
General  Creswell  to  Third  Assist- 
ant Postmaster  General  Terrell  to 
investigate  the  Butler  & Carpenter 
complaints. 


Finally,  the  issue  was  settled  once  and  for  all,  with  the  Butler  & Carpenter  establish- 
ment's arguments  being  of  no  avail. 


The  Ultimate  Fate  of  the  1869  Issue 

Although  this  beautiful  series  of  stamps  is  now  a choice  collector's  item,  at  the  time 
it  did  not  please  the  public.  Excerpts  from  the  newspapers  of  the  time  were  reported 

in  the  American  Journal  of  Philately  (pages  57,  58,  74,  IIO,  ill,  and  146  for  the  year 

1869).  On  page  107  in  the  September  issue  we  read,  “A  new  set  of  adhesives  are  in 
preparation  for  our  country,  all  of  the  1869  set  having  been  withdrawn  from  circulation 
in  the  city  except  the  four  lower  values.  . . .'”  In  the  October  issue,  page  114,  the  follow- 
ing appeared:  “At  present  the  National  Bank  Note  Company  are  working  upon  2 and  3 
cent  stamps  only,  as  tbe  post  office  authorities  propose  to  call  in  the  rest  of  the  new  issue, 
owing  to  manifold  objections  made  by  the  community  at  large.'"  Evidently  the  general 
public  saw  only  the  lower  values  and  was  not  aware  of  the  beauty  and  workmanship  of 
the  high  value  bicolors. 

The  Postmaster  General’s  report  of  November  15,  1870,  gives  his  reasons  for  the 
change  to  the  new  series  for  1870: 

“The  adhesive  stamps  adopted  by  my  predecessor  iri  1869,  having  failed  to  give  satisfaction 
to  the  public,  on  account  of  their  small  size,  their  unshapely  form,  the  inappropriateness  of  their 

designs,  the  difficulty  of  cancelling  them  effectually,  and  the  inferior  quality  of  the  gum  used  in 

their  manufacture,  I found  it  necessary,  in  April  last,  to  issue  new  stamps,  of  larger  size,  superior 
quality  of  gum,  and  improved  designs.  As  the  contract  then  in  force  contained  a provision  that  the 
stamps  should  be  changed,  and  new  designs  and  plates  furnished  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Postmaster 
General,  without  additional  cost  to  the  department,  I decided  to  substitute  an  entire  new  series,  one- 
third  larger  in  size,  and  to  adopt  for  designs  the  heads,  in  profile,  of  distinguished  deceased 
Americans.  . . .” 


(To  be  continued.) 


(Photographs  by  Adrien  Boutrelle) 


The  Essay-Proof  Journal  No.  102 


7 1 


History  of  a Bank  Note  Printer 
Bradbury,  Wilkinson  & Co.,  Ltd. 

Introduction 

Rarely  is  our  Society  privileged  to  be  the  direct  recipient  of  a history  of  a bank  note 
company,  with  permission  to  publish  it  without  deletion.  Therefore  we  are  pleased  to 
report  that  through  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  E.  R.  Smale,  a staff  member  of  Bradbury,  Wil- 
kinson & Co.,  Ltd.,  the  well-known  British  bank  note  company,  such  a history  was  sent 
to  the  Society  for  publication.  Little  is  known  in  this  country  of  its  inception  and  early 
operations.  (Since  the  early  part  of  the  20th  century,  it  has  been  a subsidiary  of  the 
American  Bank  Note  Co.) 

Written  by  Mr.  W.  E.  Curtis,  who  had  been  engaged  in  publishing  research  into 
the  company’s  history  under  the  title  of  “Stories  of  the  Past,”  it  embraces  a period  of 
over  seventy-five  years  from  1824  to  1900.  From  that  time  the  company  has  been  operating 
in  full  bloom  in  Great  Britain. 

Unfortunately,  we  are  told  that  Mr.  Curtis,  the  author,  died  in  June  of  1968,  but 
our  correspondent  states  that  he  is  hopeful  the  story  will  be  resumed  from  the  period 
of  1900  to  the  present  time. 

During  the  years  covered  herewith,  the  Company  has  carried  on  its  business  in  the 
production  of  stamps  and  bank  notes  not  only  in  Great  Britain  but  in  many  other  parts 
of  the  world. 

Kenneth  Min  use 


1.  The  Bradbury s and  Tlie  Wilkinsons 

It  is  a long  time  since  a member  of  either  of  these  families  took  any  active  part  in 
the  affairs  of  the  company  but  the  story  of  these  families  is  still  of  great  interest  today. 

The  Bradbury  family  history  goes  back  to  Saxon  times,  and  its  old  homestead,  Ollerset 
Hall.  Derbyshire,  can  be  traced  to  the  year  1318.  The  Essex  and  Yorkshire  branches  of 
the  family  left  Derbyshire  in  the  fifteenth  and  sixteenth  centuries,  but  one  of  the  descend- 
ants, Charles  Bradbury , a stonemason,  still  lives  in  Bakewell,  Derbyshire. 

One  of  the  earliest  members  about  whom  some  records  have  been  preserved  was  Sir 
Thomas  Bradbury , Mercer  of  the  City  of  London.  He  was  an  Alderman  of  the  City 
for  Aldersgate  1502-3  and  for  Coleman  Street  1503-10;  Master  of  the  Worshipful  Com- 
pany of  Mercers  in  1503  and  Lord  Mayor  of  London  1509-10.  He  died  on  January  1 8th 
1510  during  his  mayoralty  and  was  buried  in  St.  Stephen’s,  Coleman  Street,  London,  one 
of  the  famous  Wren  churches  destroyed  by  enemy  action  during  the  1939-45  war.  Al- 
though known  as  Sir  Thomas,  there  is  some  doubt  whether  in  fact  he  was  ever  knighted, 
but  his  widow,  Joan,  perhaps  from  her  wealth  and  position,  was  always  entitled  ‘Dame’ 
and,  among  other  bequests,  gave  to  the  Mercers  Company  a valuable  tract  of  land  known 
in  those  days  as  Conduit  Mead  or  Conduit  Field,  which  now  comprises  the  area  of  New 
Bond  Street,  London. 

Another  interesting  member  of  the  family  was  Thomas  Bradbury , a nonconformist 
clergyman  of  the  early  eighteenth  century,  known  in  his  day  as  ‘the  facetious  preacher’ 
and  described  as  being  a strange  combination  of  theology  and  satire.  For  over  twenty 
years  he  preached  at  Fetter  Lane  Chapel  (in  the  very  area  where  about  a hundred  years 
later,  William  Bradbury  and  his  son  Henry  were  to  found  the  business  of  Bradbury  Wil- 
kinson iy  Co.).  His  sermons  were  published  in  1763  and  reveal  some  of  the  oddities  of 
the  man. 
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George  Bradbury  made  his  mark  in  the  legal  profession  during  the  time  of  the  in- 
famous Judge  Jeffries,  and  in  one  important  case,  he  gave  such  a marvellous  display  that 
Judge  Jeffries  complimented  him  on  his  skill. 

On  the  accession  of  William  III,  Bradbury  became  Puisne  Baron  of  the  Exchequer 
and  sat  on  the  bench  for  seventeen  years. 

GENERAL  PRINTERS  AND  PUBLISHERS 

It  was  into  this  family,  with  a history  stretching  back  over  several  centuries,  that 
If  illiam  Bradbury  was  born  in  1799  at  Bakewell,  the  fourth  of  six  sons.  William  Brad- 
bury left  Bakewell  when  a very  young  man  and  lived  in  Lincoln  for  a while  prior  to 

coming  to  London  in  1824,  when  he  resided  in  York  Road,  Lambeth  and  established  him- 
self as  a printer  at  76  Fleet  Street  in  partnership  with  William  Dent,  his  brother-in-law. 
In  1826  he  migrated  to  Bouverie  Street  which  at  that  time  consisted  only  of  private  houses, 
when  another  partner  was  added  to  the  firm  which  then  became  known  as  Bradbury , Dent 
and  Manning.  This  partnership  did  not  last  long,  for  during  1830  Frederick  Mullet  Evans, 
a printer  from  Southampton,  took  the  place  of  William  Bradbury’s  partners  and  the  firm 
became  known  as  Bradbury  & Evans.  This  personal  partnership  between  William  Brad- 
bury, the  thoroughly  practical  printer  unceasing  in  his  efforts  to  raise  and  extend  the 
business  and  jolly  ‘Pater’  Evans  lasted  over  forty  years.  Spielman’s  History  of  Punch 
describes  William  Bradbury  as  “the  keenest  man  of  business  that  ever  trod  the  flags  of 

fleet  Street.”  He  founded  the  Daily  News  and  became  publisher  of  Punch  in  its  very 

early  days. 

BANK-NOTE  PRINTERS 

William  Bradbury  had  two  sons,  Henry  (born  1831)  and  William  Hardwick  (born 
1832)  both  of  whom  entered  their  father’s  business.  The  elder,  Henry,  was  without  doubt 
a brilliant  young  man  of  outstanding  promise.  He  died  on  September  1st  i860  at  the 
early  age  of  thirty,  but  in  that  short  life  made  a remarkable  contribution  to  specialised 
forms  of  printing,  not  the  least  of  which  was  bank-note  engraving. 

When  William  Bradbury  decided  to  form  a separate  company  to  deal  with  the  security 
printing  orders  on  the  books  of  Bradbury  and  Evans,  it  would  appear  that  he  was  looking 
to  his  son  Henry  to  develop  this  side  of  the  business.  There  is  no  doubt  that,  in  the  first 
place,  it  is  to  these  two  men  that  Bradbury,  Wilkinson  & Co.,  Ltd.,  owes  its  existence 
today. 

On  Henry’s  death,  control  of  the  security  printing  business  fell  for  a short  while  on 
the  second  son,  William  Hardwick,  but  his  great  interest  was  in  the  printing  and  pub- 
lishing aspect  of  Bradbury  and  Evan’s  activities  and  at  about  this  time  the  Wilmot  Wil- 
kinson family  came  into  the  picture. 

The  Wilkinson  family  was  living  in  Louth,  Lincolnshire  in  at  least  the  mid-eighteenth 
century.  The  Wilmot  family  is  easily  traced  to  Shaftsbury,  Gloucestershire,  where  one 
Richard  Wilmot  (or  Willmott)  was  buried  on  January  10th  1716.  Three  generations 
later,  Alary  Elizabeth  Wilmot  (a  direct  descendant)  married  David  Wilkinson  of  Louth, 
thus  uniting  the  two  families  of  Wilmot  and  Wilkinson.  They  had  five  sons,  the  fourth 
of  wdiich,  Henry  (horn  1795),  entered  the  printing  trade.  Before  reaching  thirty  years 
of  age  he  was  in  business  on  his  own  account  at  Prujean  Square,  Old  Bailey  as  a letter- 
press  and  copperplate  printer  and  engraver.  He  remained  in  business  there  until  about 
1855  when  he  moved  to  93  Charington  Street,  Somers  Town,  and  although  he  retired  in 
1863,  Bradbury,  Wilkinson’s  records  reveal  that  he  was  still  doing  some  small  jobs  for 
the  company  (of  which  his  son  was  by  that  time  chairman)  up  to  1869,  only  two  years 
prior  to  his  death  at  the  age  of  seventy-six. 

BRADBURY  WILKINSON  IS  BORN 

Henry  Wilkinson’s  son,  Robert  Wilmot  Wilkinson,  was  brought  up  in  his  father's 
business  as  a copperplate  engraver,  but  at  least  by  his  early  thirties  had  associated  himself 
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with  the  Bradburys,  although  it  is  not  clear  how  the  association  was  formed.  There  seems 
no  doubt  however,  that  as  an  experienced  copperplate  engraver  and  printer,  he  became 
closely  connected  with  Henry  Bradbury  when  the  latter  took  over  security  printing  from 
Bradbury  & Evans.  Very  shortly  after  Henry’s  death,  Robert  Wilmot  Wilkinson  was  in 
control  of  the  security  printing  activities  of  the  new  firm  which  became  known  as  Brad- 
bury, Wilkinson  & Co. 

The  last  of  the  Wilkinsons  to  be  associated  with  the  company  was  Percy  Wilmot 
If  ilkinson  who  became  chairman  in  1907,  holding  that  position  until  his  death  on  October 
1 8th  1920.  Although  these  families  have  had  no  direct  contact  with  the  company  for  many 
years  it  obviously  owes  much  to  their  enterprise  and  energy. 


2,  The  Formation  of  Bradlbnry,  Wilkinson 

When  the  partnership  of  William  Bradbury  and  Frederick  Mullett  Evans  started 
trading  in  1830  under  the  name  of  Bradbury  & Evans,  they  not  only  formed  a personal 
association  which  was  to  extend  through  some  forty  years  but  laid  the  foundations  of  a 
business  which  is  perpetuated  today  in  Messrs.  Bradbury , Agneiv  & Co.  Ltd.  of  Bouverie 
Street,  publishers  of  Punch  and  other  journals,  and  Bradbury,  Wilkinson  Co.  Ltd. 
security  printers  of  New  Malden. 

Bradbury  & Evans  had  a humble  beginning  in  Bouverie  Street  but  in  1833  removed 
to  premises  in  Lombard  Street,  Whitefriars,  previously  owned  by  Thomas  Davidson  and 
described  as  “one  of  the  foremost  establishments  for  beauty  and  accurateness  of  work,’’ 
and  from  it  emanated  the  works  of  Byron,  Samuel  Rodgers  and  numerous  editions  by 
minor  poets.  On  the  same  premises  Bradbury  & Evans  were  to  become  intimately  as- 
sociated with  the  new  generation  of  literary  celebrities  including,  amongst  others,  Charles 
Dickens,  Thackeray,  Wordsworth  and  Tennyson.  It  is  interesting  to  record  that  the 
career  of  William  Bradbury  was  similar  in  many  respects  to  that  of  Thomas  Davidson; 
both  came  to  London  to  work  at  the  business  to  which  they  had  been  apprenticed,  both 
acquired  a reputation  for  superiority  of  artistic  taste  in  their  work,  both  became  associated 
with  the  leading  literary  celebrities  of  their  time  and  both  carried  on  business  in  the  same 
premises. 


It  seems  that  Bradbury  & Evans  first  became  interested  in  the  printing  of  banknotes 
in  the  early  1850’s.  We  cannot  be  certain  about  this  since  the  company  records  were 
destroyed  by  enemy  action  in  World  War  II.  There  is  considerable  evidence,  however, 
that  the  bulk  of  this  type  of  business  was  introduced  to  them,  and  later  to  Bradbury, 
Wilkinson,  by  Mr.  T.  H.  Saunders,  paper  maker  of  Dartford,  Kent,  there  being  many 
foreign  currency  issues  in  which  Mr.  Saunders  was  the  main  contractor,  and  it  would 
appear  that  he  secured  the  business  overseas  on  the  quality  of  his  specially  made  water- 
marked paper  and  then  sub-contracted  the  printing. 


This  specialized  type  of  work  obviously  interested  young  Henry  Bradbury.  Whilst 
his  younger  brother,  William  H ardwick  pursued  a highly  successful  career  in  the  printing 
and  publishing  activities  of  Bradbury  & Evans,  it  was  Henry  who  developed  the  security 
printing  side  of  the  business  which  was  later  to  blossom  into  Bradbury,  Wilkinson  & Co. 


At  the  age  of  19  Henry  Bradbury  was  sent  to  the  Imperial  Printing  Office  in  Vienna 
primarily  to  learn  the  art  of  nature  printing,  a process  by  which  plates  for  printing  of 
plants,  materials,  embroideries  etc.  showing  their  natural  textures,  could  be  produced  in 
a rapid  and  simple  manner  without  the  aid  of  drawing  or  engraving,  and  afterwards 
printed  in  the  natural  colours.  On  his  return  to  London,  Henry  brought  many  new  ideas 
to  his  father’s  firm,  notably  this  fascinating  art  of  nature  printing,  and,  under  his  personal 
superintendence,  Bradbury  & Evans  produced  two  important  works  on  the  subject,  viz. 
“The  Nature  Printed  Seaweeds’’  and  “The  Nature  Printed  Ferns  of  Great  Britain.’’ 
Both  were  printed  with  that  care  and  attention  to  detail  which  characterized  him  and  he 
received  flattering  acknowledgments  from  some  of  the  crowned  heads  of  Europe  for  the 
superbly  printed  volumes. 
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In  1855  Henry  Bradbury  lectured  before  the  Royal  Institution  on  the  subject  of 
Nature  Printing.  Bradbury  & Evans  published  the  lecture  which  was  dedicated  by  Henry 
Bradbury  to  Alois  Auer,  Director  of  the  Imperial  Court  and  Government  Printing  Office, 
\ ienna,  "in  memory  of  his  sojourn  in  Vienna  and  studies  in  the  establishment  over  which 
he  presides.”  Unfortunately  a rift  developed  between  Henry  and  Alois  Auer.  Both 
claimed  priority  over  the  process  and  Auer  had  in  fact  published  a book  in  Vienna  in  1854 
on  the  discovery  of  the  natural  printing  process.  The  process  was  not  entirely  new  any- 
way, its  basic  principles  having  been  applied  at  least  200  years  earlier.  William  Blunt 
describes  it  in  some  detail  in  his  "Art  of  Botanical  Illustration”  in  the  following  terms: — 

The  process  adopted  to  produce  such  results  at  this  period  (1650)  consisted  in  laying  out  flat  and 
drying  the  plants.  By  holding  them  over  the  smoke  of  a candle,  or  an  oil  lamp,  they  became 
blackened  in  an  equal  manner  all  over ; and  by  being  rubbed  down  with  a smoothing  bone  the  soot 
was  imparted  to  the  paper,  and  the  impression  of  the  veins  and  fibres  was  so  transferred. 

Henry  Bradbury  then  turned  his  attention  to  bank-note  printing,  and  there  would 
seem  little  doubt  that,  at  about  that  time,  William  Bradbury  decided  to  divorce  bank- 
note printing  from  the  commercial  printing  and  publishing  work  of  Bradbury  & Evans, 
and  there  are  grounds  for  believing  that  Henry  set  up  his  own  establishment  in  about 
1856  although  remaining  on  the  payroll  of  Bradbury  & Evans.  In  view  of  the  increasing 
number  of  forgeries  of  bank-notes  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  perfection  of  the  art  of  bank- 
note printing  was  most  important.  Furthermore  in  1835,  Fox-Talbot  an  English  scientist, 
had  taken  the  first  photograph  on  paper,  and  photography,  as  a means  of  reproduction, 
was  attracting  attention.  It  could  be  seen  that  perfection  of  this  art  might  in  time  present 
a serious  challenge  to  the  art  of  engraving.  Another  challenge  was  the  fact  that  in  1855 
the  Bank  of  England  issued  new  bank-notes  produced  by  surface  printing,  thus  threatening 
redundancy  to  engravers. 

It  was  with  this  background  that  Henry  chose  “The  Security  and  Manufacture  of 
Bank-Notes”  as  the  subject  of  his  second  address  to  the  Royal  Institution  on  the  9th 

May  1856,  dedicated  to  the  banking  interest  and  commercial  world.  A copy  of  the  lecture, 

containing  reproductions  of  Henry  Bradbury’s  specimens  of  a simple  bank-note  (£10)  and 
a complex  bank-note  (£100),  is  in  the  archives  at  New  Malden.  It  attracted  widespread 
interest  and  "The  Times”  of  19th  March  1856  commented: — 

An  interesting  paper  on  the  Manufacture  of  Bank-notes  was  recently  read  by  Air.  Bradbury  at  the 
Royal  Institution.  Its  objects  was  to  enforce  the  necessity  of  employing  the  highest  resources  of  the 
engraver’s  art.  According  to  Mr.  Bradbury,  every  means  have  been  taken  to  bring  bank-note  paper 
to  perfection,  as  shown  in  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  England  and  in  the  specimens  produced  by 
Air.  Saunders  of  Dartford  but  similar  attention  has  not  been  paid  to  bank-note  engraving,  although 
excellence  in  both  is  essential  to  a complete  result.  The  general  correctness  of  his  theory  will 
probably  be  admitted,  except  in  so  far  as  it  may  involve  elaboration  of  design,  the  experience  of 
those  most  largely  connected  with  the  management  of  paper  issues  tending  to  show  that  clearness 
and  extreme  simplicity  are  the  paramount  objects  to  be  obtained. 

In  his  book  “The  Bank  of  England  Note,”  A.  D.  Mackenzie  has  referred  in  greater 
detail  to  Henry  Bradbury’s  important  contribution  to  the  subject  and  has  paid  tribute  to 
his  foresight  in  producing  in  1856  a means  of  confounding  the  forger  which  developed  side 
by  side  with  the  advance  of  photography  and  which  is  still  in  world-wide  use.  Henry 
pursued  the  subject  by  compiling  in  i860  a handsome  book  of  "Specimens  of  Bank-Note 

Engraving,  etc.  etc.,”  printed  and  published  by  Bradbury  & Evans  for  private  circulation, 

containing  some  50  plates  and  specimens  of  Mr.  4'.  H.  Saunder’s  watermarked  paper. 
A copy  is  in  the  archives  at  New  Malden. 

In  the  meantime  Henry  had  again  been  lecturing  to  the  Royal  Institution,  his  subject 
on  this  occasion  (14th  May  1858)  being  “Printing:  its  Dawn,  Day  and  Destiny.  He 
described  his  address  as  "an  attempt  to  illustrate  from  a new  point  of  view  the  power 
and  the  spread  of  printing  as  an  intellectual  agent  in  the  destinies  of  man,  and  dedicated 
it  to  H.R.H.  The  Prince  of  Wales.  It  is  doubted  whether  many  persons  in  their  twenties 
have  delivered  even  one  discourse  for  the  Royal  Institution,  let  alone  three  in  three  years. 
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The  first  banknote  which  bears  the  name  Bradbury,  Wilkinson  & Ob.;  the 
original  note  was  ten  inches  by  .our  and  a half. 


Henry  Bradbury  died  on  the  1st  September  i860,  and  it  is  recorded  that  at  that 
time  he  was  considering  the  production  of  a large  work  in  folio  on  the  Graphic  Arts  of 
the  19th  century,  hut  he  never  got  beyond  the  proof  of  a prospectus  which  was  ample 
enough  to  indicate  the  wide  scale  of  his  design.  So  passed  from  the  scene  all  too  early 
a brilliant  young  man  who  without  doubt  laid  the  foundation  of  the  extensive  security 
printing  business  carried  on  today  by  Messrs.  Bradbury,  Wilkinson  & Co.  Ltd. 

Robert  If  ilmot  W ilkinson  was  obviously  closely  connected  with  the  security  printing 
side  of  the  business  before  Henry  Bradbury's  death,  in  fact  there  is  reason  to  believe 
that  the  two  young  men  may  well  have  been  joint  founders  of  the  Company  which  traded 
for  a short  time  under  the  name  of  Henry  Bradbury  Sc  Co.  bank-note  engravers  and 
printers  of  12/13  Fetter  Lane  in  i860,  but  as  “Bradbury,  Wilkinson  & Co.”  at  the 
same  address  in  1861. 

The  present  Company's  journals  go  back  as  far  as  June  i860,  and  a photograph  of 
one  of  the  pages  from  the  first  of  these  journals  was  reproduced  on  page  9 of  the  Com- 
pany’s recent  brochure.  Llnfortunately,  however,  the  journal  gives  no  indication  of  the 
precise  name  of  the  firm  at  that  time.  There  would  seem  no  doubt,  however,  that  the 
Company  was  trading  under  the  name  of  Bradbury,  Wilkinson  & Co.  on  the  1st  January 
1861,  on  which  date  it  is  recorded  that  a sum  of  £i,CCO  was  paid  into  the  business  by 
Mr.  Robert  Wilmot  Wilkinson,  who  also  contributed  some  of  his  own  printing  machines 
etc.  to  the  business.  Bradbury  Sc  Evans’  contribution  included  the  lease  of  the  premises, 
their  book  of  patterns  and  some  printing  machinery.  So,  on  a capital  of  just  over  £6.000, 
the  firm  of  Bradbury,  Wilkinson  started  its  career  on  the  basis  of  an  equal  distribution 
of  profits  and/or  losses  between  Bradbury  & Evans  and  Mr.  Robert  Wilmot  Wilkinson. 


(To  be  continued) 
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(The  following  reprint  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Bank  Convention  of  the  Confederate 
States  held  at  Richmond,  Virginia,  July  24-26,  1861,  has  both  philatelic  and  numismatic 
as  well  as  purely  historical  interest.  Note  especially  the  reference  to  a need  for  “an 
establishment  for  the  manufacture  of  bank  note  paper  and  for  engraving  bank  notes.” 
Also,  the  Convention’s  recommendations  about  the  use  of  Treasury  Notes  as  currency 
are  illuminating  to  collectors  of  Confederate  notes.) 

Soiitlierin  Mamk  Convention 


Richmond,  24th  July,  1861. 

Pursuant  to  adjournment,  delegates  from  the  Banks  within  the  Confederate  States  of 
America,  called  by  virtue  of  certain  Resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee, convened  here  this  day. 

The  President,  having  called  the  Convention  to  order,  requested  the  gentlemen 
representing  their  several  Banks  to  register  their  names,  whereupon  the  following  delegates 
presented  themselves: 

Alabama — Central  Bank  of  Alabama,  William  Knox  and  Charles  T.  Pollard. 

Florida — 

Georgia — Planters’  Bank  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  R.  R.  Cuyler ; Central  Railroad  and  Banking 
Company  of  Georgia,  R.  R.  Cuyler;  Bank  of  Commerce,  G.  B.  Lamar;  Bank  of  Columbus,  G.  B.  Lamar; 
Mechanics’  Bank  of  Augusta,  Thos.  S.  Metcalf ; Bank  of  Augusta,  . 

Louisiana — Crescent  City  Bank,  W.  C.  Tompkins  and  J.  O.  Nixon. 

North  Carolina — Bank  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  G.  W.  Mordecai ; Bank  of  Cape  Fear,  W.  A. 
Wright;  Farmers’  Bank  of  North  Carolina,  W.  A.  Caldwell;  Bank  of  Yanceyville,  Thos.  D.  Johnston; 
Bank  of  Clarendon,  John  D.  Williams;  Commercial  Bank  of  Wilmington,  O.  G.  Parsley;  Bank  of 
Washington,  James  E.  Hoyt;  Miners’  and  Planters’  Bank,  A.  T.  Davidson. 

South  Carolina — Bank  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  C.  M.  Furman  and  C.  A'.  Chamberlain;  Bank 
of  South  Carolina,  George  B.  Reid;  State  Bank,  Wm.  C.  Bee,  Robert  Mure  and  G.  M.  Coffin;  Union  Bank 
of  South  Carolina,  W.  B.  Smith;  Planters’  and  Mechanics’  Bank,  J.  J.  McCarter,  C.  H.  Stevens  and 
C.  T.  Mitchell  ; Bank  of  Charleston,  J.  K.  Sass  and  Geo.  A.  Trenholm;  South-western  Railroad  Bank, 
James  Rose  and  J.  G.  Holmes;  Farmers’  and  Exchange  Bank,  John  S.  Davies;  People’s  Bank,  D.  L. 
McKay  and  Jas.  S.  Gibbes ; Merchants’  Bank  of  South  Carolina,  at  Cheraw,  Allan  Macfarlan ; Bank  of 
Georgetown,  J.  G.  Henning;  Bank  of  Chester,  Geo.  S.  Cameron. 

Tennessee — Bank  of  Tennessee,  G.  C.  Torbett;  Branch  Bank  of  Tennessee,  Memphis,  Jos.  Lenow ; 
Branch  Bank  of  Tennessee,  Knoxville,  J.  G.  M.  Ramsey. 

Virginia — Farmers’  Bank  of  Virginia,  W.  H.  Macfarlane;  Bank  of  Virginia,  James  Caskie,  Alfred 
T.  Harris  and  John  L.  Bacon;  Exchange  Bank,  L.  W.  Glazebrook  and  W.  P.  Strother;  Bank  of  the 
Commonwealth,  L.  Nunnally,  J.  B.  Norton  and  James  Alfred  Jones;  Merchants’  Bank  of  Virginia, 
C.  R.  Slaughter;  The  Danville  Bank,  W.  T.  Sutherlin ; Bank  of  Richmond,  Alexander  Warwick; 
Traders’  Bank  of  Richmond,  Hector  Davis,  E.  Denton  and  Andrew  Johnson. 

On  motion  of  R.  R.  Cuyler,  Esq.,  the  Secretary  read  the  resolutions  adopted  by  the 
Convention  at  Atlanta,  Geo.,  June  3d,  1861,  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  do  recommend  to  all  the  Banks  in  the  Southern  Confederacy  to 

receive,  in  payment  of  all  dues  to  them,  the  Treasury  Notes  of  the  Government,  to  be  issued  under 

the  Act  of  Congress  of  May  16,  1 8 6 1 , and  also  to  receive  the  same  on  deposit,  and  pay  them  out  again 

to  customers. 

Resolved,  That  until  the  said  Treasury  Notes  can  be  prepared  and  issued,  it  be  recommended  to  all 
the  Banks  that  they  do  agree  to  advance  to  the  Government  in  current  notes,  such  sums  severally  as  may 
be  agreed  upon  between  them  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  The  said  advance  to  be  made  on  the 
deposit  with  the  Banks  of  Treasury  Notes  of  large  denomination  or  eight  per  cent.  Stock  or  Bonds. 

Resolved,  That  all  the  Banks  in  the  Southern  Confederacy  are  earnestly  urged  to  take  immediate 

action  on  the  foregoing  resolutions,  as  a measure  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the  Government  and  the 
people,  and  communicate  the  same  without  delay  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  at  Richmond. 
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Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  all  the  Railroad  Companies  in  the  Southern  Confederacy  ta 
receive  the  Treasury  Notes  in  payment  of  fares  and  freight. 

Resolved,  That  the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States  be  recommended  to  make  it  lawful  for  their 
Tax  Collectors  and  other  officers  to  receive  the  Treasury  Notes  in  payment  of  Taxes  and  all  other 
public  dues. 

Resolved,  That  all  the  States,  Cities,  and  Corporations,  having  Coupons  payable  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  or  elsewhere  in  the  enemy’s  country,  be  requested,  during  the  continuance  of  the  war,  to  appoint 
some  place  of  payment  within  the  Confederate  States,  and  to  give  their  creditors  notice  of  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  recommend  that  when  this  Convention  adjourns,  it  adjourn  to  meet 
again  on  the  24th  day  of  July,  at  Richmond,  Va. 

“And  that  all  the  Banks  not  represented  in  this  Convention  be  requested  to  send  delegates  to  the 
adjourned  meeting  at  Richmond.” 

The  President  informed  the  meeting  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  authorized 
him  to  state  that  he  had  received  letters  from  the  various  Banks  in  the  Confederacy 
generally,  agreeing  to  conform  to  the  above  resolutions. 

On  motion  of  James  G.  Holmes,  Esq., 

Resolved,  That  when  this  Convention  adjourns,  it  adjourn  to  meet  tomorrow,  at  ten  o’clock,  A.M. 

On  motion  of  George  A.  Trenholm,  Esq.,  the  following  resolutions  were  adopted: 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  this  meeting,  representing  a large  proportion  of  the  Banking  Capital  of 
the  Confederate  States,  avail  themselves  of  this  occasion  to  express  their  hearty  approval  of  the  policy 
of  the  Government,  in  prosecuting,  with  the  utmost  vigor,  the  war  of  our  independence. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Banks,  capitalists  and  property  holders,  generally, 
to  give  the  Government  all  the  support  in  money  and  other  means  demanded  by  the  Mar. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  meeting  that  the  capital  and  resources  of  the 
country  are  abundantly  adequate  to  supply  all  the  demands  created  by  the  war,  and  that  this  Convention 
Mill  cheerfully  contribute  its  aid  to  render  those  resources  available  to  the  people  and  the  Government. 

Resolved,  That  a Committee  of  one  from  each  State  be  appointed  to  receive  and  report  upon  any 
measures  that  may  be  proposed  for  the  adoption  of  this  meeting. 

The  President  appointed  the  following  Committee,  in  accordance  with  the  above 
resolution : 

GEORGE  A.  TRENHOLM,  of  South  Carolina. 

THOMAS  S.  METCALF,  of  Georgia. 

G.  W.  MORDECAI,  of  North  Carolina. 

C.  T.  POLLARD,  of  Alabama. 

G.  C.  TORBETT,  of  Tennessee. 

W.  H.  MACFARLANE,  of  Virginia. 

W.  C.  TOMPKINS,  of  Louisiana. 


Richmond,  July  25.  1861. 

The  Convention  met,  and  on  the  call  of  the  President  the  following  additional  delegates 
presented  themselves  and  enrolled  their  names: 

South  Carolina — Exchange  Bank,  John  CaldM  ell  ; Bank  of  Hamburg,  J.  W.  Stokes  and  Wm.  Gregg. 

Alabama — Central  Bank,  J.  Whiting. 

North  Carolina — Bank  of  Fayetteville,  W.  G.  Broadfoot ; Bank  of  Lexington,  B.  A.  Kittrell  : Branch 
Bank  of  the  same,  Graham,  E.  F.  Watson;  Bank  of  Wadesborough,  H.  B.  Hammond. 

Tennessee — Bank  of  West  Tennessee.  T.  A.  Nelson:  Bank  of  Memphis,  M.  J.  Wicks;  Branch  of 
the  Planters’  Bank,  Memphis,  D.  A.  Shepherd. 

Georgia — City  Bank,  Thos.  Barrett;  Georgia  Railroad  and  Banking  Company,  J.  \\  . Davies:  Bank 
of  Middle  Georgia.  W.  B.  Johnston : Merchants'  and  Mechanics’  Bank,  Macon,  W . B.  Johnston. 

"Phe  minutes  were  read. 
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On  motion  of  Dr.  J.  G.  M.  Ramsey,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  Hon.  C.  G.  Memminger,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  Confederate  States 
of  America,  be  invited  to  take  a seat  in  this  Convention  and  participate  in  its  deliberations ; and  a Com- 
mittee of  three  be  appointed  by  the  President  to  wait  on  Mr.  Memminger  and  notify  him  of  the  wishes 
of  this  body. 

The  following  resolutions  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Business,  without 
debate — 

By  Mr.  G.  W.  Mordecai: 

Resolved,  That  the  several  Banks  represented  in  this  Convention  will  receive  in  payment  or  on 
deposit,  and  pay  out  during  the  continuance  of  the  present  troubles,  the  notes  of  all  the  Banks  in  the 
Confederate  States  of  America,  as  may  be  designated  by  the  following  Banks  in  the  several  States:  Virginia, 
North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Alabama,  Louisiana  and  Tennessee. 

By  C.  M.  Furman: 

Resolved,  That  the  Standing  Committee  be  instructed  to  inquire  whether  it  is  expedient  to  adopt 
any  and  what  measures  to  provide  for  the  engraving  and  printing  of  Bank  notes  and  the  manufacture 
of  Bank  paper  within  the  limits  of  the  Southern  Confederacy. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  wait  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  reported  that  they 
had  performed  that  duty,  and  that  the  Hon.  C.  G.  Memminger  was  then  present.  The 
President  introduced  the  Hon.  C.  G.  Memminger,  who  briefly  addressed  the  Convention, 
expressing  his  gratification  and  that  of  the  Government  at  the  liberal  manner  in  which 
the  Banks  responded  to  the  call  of  the  Government,  and  offered  several  valuable  sugges- 
tions for  the  consideration  of  the  Convention. 

Mr.  G.  A.  Trenholm  offered  the  following  resolution,  which,  after  some  debate,  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Business: 

Resolved,  That  the  planters  of  cotton  and  other  produce  responding  with  great  spirit  and  liberality 
to  the  calls  of  the  Government,  and  subscribing  largely  in  produce  to  the  proposed  loan  for  the  defence 
of  the  Confederate  States,  it  is  hereby  recommended  to  all  the  Banks  throughout  the  country  to  make 
to  planters,  wrho  have  thus  subscribed  a portion  of  their  cotton  and  other  produce  in  aid  of  the  Government, 
such  moderate  advances  on  the  remainder  of  their  crops  as  their  necessities  may  require,  to  be  refunded 
when  the  produce  shall  be  sold. 

The  following  resolutions,  after  a general  and  interesting  discussion,  were  referred 
to  the  same  Committee — 

By  Mr.  J ames  Caskie: 

Resolved,  That  the  several  Banks  of  the  Confederate  States  will  receive  and  pay  out  the  notes  of 
each  other,  and  also  the  Treasury  notes  that  may  be  issued  by  the  Confederate  States  for  circulation, 

of  all  denominations,  from  five  to  one  hundred  dollars;  all  balances  between  them,  when  required,  to  be 

settled  in  Treasury  notes. 

Resolved,  That  each  Bank  agreeing  to  and  entering  into  this  arrangement,  be  required  to  limit  the 
circulation  of  its  own  notes,  so  that  the  amount  shall  not  exceed  its  actual  capital. 

By  Mr.  J.  Whiting: 

Resolved,  That,  in  accordance  with  the  request  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the  Committee 

take  into  consideration,  and  to  report  to  this  Convention,  the  character  of  post  notes  which  they  deem 
it  advisable  for  the  Government  to  issue,  and  the  amount  which  may  be  safely  put  into  circulation;  and 
to  inquire,  further,  as  to  the  propriety  of  controlling,  by  advances  on  produce,  the  cotton  crop  and  other 
produce  not  perishable,  in  case  the  blockade  shall  not  be  raised,  and  to  submit  a plan  for  the  same  in 
its  principal  bearings  that  the  sense  of  this  Convention  may  be  known  to  the  Government. 

By  Mr.  W.  T.  Sutherlin: 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Convention,  the  most  effective  and  ready  resources  of  the 

Confederate  States,  in  its  present  emergency,  consists  in  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes,  a large  proportion  of 
which,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Convention,  should  bear  interest  at  a rate  of  not  less  than  five  per  cent 
per  annum. 


8o 


I he  Essay-Proof  Journal  No.  102 


Resolved , That  any  interference,  on  the  part  of  this  Convention,  with  the  present  regulations  of 
receiving  and  paying  out  of  the  paper  circulation  in  the  Confederate  States,  other  than  the  agreement  to 
receive  and  pay  out  the  Treasury  notes  of  the  Confederacy,  would  be,  at  this  time,  unwise  and  inexpedient. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  L.  W.  Glazebrook,  the  President  appointed  the  following  addi- 
tional members  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Business,  viz: 

Messrs.  WHITING,  of  Alabama. 

CASKIE,  of  Virginia. 

FURMAN,  of  South  Carolina. 

CUYLER,  of  Georgia. 

STROTHER,  of  Virginia. 

WICKS,  of  Tennessee. 

WRIGHT,  of  North  Carolina. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pollard,  the  Convention  adjourned  to  meet  to-morrow  at  ten 
o’clock,  A.M. 


Richmond,  July  26,  1861. 

The  Convention  re-assembled  this  day.  The  minutes  of  yesterday  were  read  and 
confirmed. 

Pursuant  to  notice,  Mr.  Torbett,  of  Tennessee,  offered  the  following  preamble  and 
resolutions,  which  he  desired  should  lie  on  the  table  for  future  discussion: 

Whereas,  It  is,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Convention,  the  duty  and,  we  hope,  the  desire  of  all  the 

Banks  in  the  Confederate  States  to  give  their  concentrated  credit  to  the  use  of  the  Government ; and  be- 

lieving that  this  can  be  most  effectually  done  by  all  agreeing  to  receive  the  Government  Treasury  notes 
on  deposit,  and  in  payment  of  debts  due  the  Banks,  and  pay  out  the  same  to  their  customers ; and  this 
Convention,  representing  nearly  all  the  Banking  interests  of  the  States  with  the  exception  of  our  sister 

State  Louisiana,  have  determined  upon  and  adopted  the  aforesaid  policy. 

And,  whereas,  It  is  understood  that  the  Banks  of  Louisana  are  willing  to  cooperate  with  those 
of  her  sister  States  in  aid  of  the  Government,  but  it  is  understood  that  there  is  a constitutional  barrier  in 
the  way  of  their  immediate  cooperation;  this  Convention  believes  that  it  is  so  vitally  important  to  have 
a complete  concentration  of  the  credit  of  all  the  Banks  as  to  fully  justify  the  assembling  of  a State 

Convention,  if  need  be,  to  remove  the  barrier.  Be  it,  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  the  Banks  of  Louisiana  are  hereby  urgently  requested  to  take  the  earliest  opportunity, 
by  their  combined  influence,  to  procure  the  removal  of  the  prohibition  alluded  to. 

Resolved,  That  his  Excellency,  the  Governor  of  Louisiana,  is  hereby  respectfully  requested  to  take 

such  action  in  the  premises  as  will  most  promptly  effect  the  desired  object. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  is  hereby  directed  to  forward  to  the  Executive  and  to  each  of  the 

Banks  of  Louisiana  a copy  of  the  proceedings  of  this  Convention. 

Mr.  George  A.  Trenholm,  from  the  Committee  on  Business,  made  the  following 

report : 

The  Standing  Committee  of  the  Bank  Convention  instruct  me  to  report,  that  they  have  had  the 
subjects  committeed  to  them  under  consideration  and  have  made  some  progress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again. 
They  now  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution  by  the  Convention; 

Resolved,  That  it  is  recommended  to  all  the  Banks  in  the  Confederate  States  to  make  arrangements 
with  the  Banks  in  Richmond,  Ya.,  and  in  other  important  cities,  to  receive  their  notes  in  payment  and  on 
deposit.  And  to  the  end  that  soldiers  may  not  be  subjected  to  any  discount  on  their  money,  the  Banks 
making  such  arrangements  be  requested  to  give  public  notice  of  the  same. 

On  motion,  the  above  resolution  was  adopted: 

Mr.  G.  A.  Trenholm,  from  the  same  Committee,  submitted  the  following  additional 
report : 

The  Committee  beg  leave  to  report  that  they  have  had  under  consideration  the  resolution  offered  by 
Mr.  Whiting,  and  they  recommend  that  the  action  of  the  Convention  on  so  much  of  the  same  as  relates 
to  advances  on  cotton,  by  the  Government,  and  on  other  produce,  or  the  purchase  of  the  same,  be  post- 
poned until  an  adjourned  meeting  of  the  Convention.  And  they  have  also  considered  the  resolution  offered 
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by  Mr.  T renholm,  recommending  advances  to  be  made  to  planters  by  the  Banks,  and  they  recommend 
an  adoption  of  the  same. 

They  ask  leave  to  sit  again,  having  not  disposed  of  other  matters  committeed  to  them. 

After  some  debate,  in  which  Messrs.  Coffin,  Bee,  Macfarlane  and  Trenholm  partici- 
pated, the  recommendation  of  the  Committee  as  to  the  disposition  of  Mr.  Whiting’s 
resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Trenholm’s  resolution  was  also  adopted,  and  is  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  planters  of  cotton  and  other  produce  having  responded,  with  great  spirit  and 
liberality,  to  the  calls  of  the  Government,  and  subscribed  largely  in  produce  to  the  proposed  loan  for 
the  defence  of  the  Confederate  States,  it  is  hereby  recommended  to  all  the  Banks  throughout  the  country 
to  make  to  planters,  who  have  thus  subscribed  a portion  of  their  cotton  or  other  produce  in  aid  of  the 
Government,  such  moderate  advance  on  the  remainder  of  their  crops  as  their  necessities  may  require. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  G.  Holmes,  his  plan  for  arranging  the  Confederate  Loans;  also 
a plan  for  equalizing  the  value  of  certain  issues  of  Bank  notes  of  such  Banks  as  have 
subscribed  or  may  subscribe  to  the  Confederate  Loan,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Business  without  being  read. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  G.  A.  Trenholm,  Mr.  James  G.  Holmes  was  added  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Business. 

The  President  read  the  following  communication  from  Messrs.  Thompson  and  Nixon, 
of  Louisiana. 


Richmond,  Va.,  July  26,  1861. 

Gentlemen — The  undersigned,  representing  the  Crescent  City  Bank  of  Newr  Orleans  in  your  Con- 
vention, feel  a delicacy  in  acting  in  the  Convention,  as  they  have  received  information  that  no  other 
Bank  in  Louisiana  will  be  represented.  They  therefore  ask  leave  to  withdraw  their  names  from  the  list 
of  delegates. 

With  our  best  wishes  for  the  success  of  the  Convention  in  the  objects  for  which  it  has  assembled, 
we  are, 


Very  respectfully,  etc., 


W.  C.  TOMPKINS, 
J.  O.  NIXON. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  G.  Holmes  the  Convention  took  a recess  until  five  o’clock,  p.m. 


EVENING  SESSION. 


Richmond,  July  26,  1861. 


The  Convention  re-assemhled  at  five  o’clock,  p.m. 

Mr.  George  A.  Trenholm  submitted  the  following  report: 

The  Standing  Committee  of  the  Convention  of  Banks  beg  leave  to  report  on  the  following  matters 
submitted  to  their  consideration : 

On  so  much  of  Mr.  Whiting’s  resolution  as  relates  to  a further  issue  of  Treasury  notes  by  the 
Government,  they  are  of  opinion  that  at  least  one  hundred  millions  of  dollars,  in  addition  to  the  notes 
already  authorized  by  law,  may  be  safely  issued  and  put  in  circulation  by  the  Government.  They  are 
persuaded  that  all  the  citizens  of  the  Confederacy  will  readily  accept  them  in  payment  in  their  mutual 
transactions;  and  the  Banks,  with  equal  unanimity,  will  adopt  them  as  the  currency  of  the  country.  As 
the  resolution  upon  this  subject,  adopted  by  the  Convention  held  at  Atlanta,  Ga.,  applied  necessarily  only 
to  the  notes  then  authorized  by  law  to  be  issued,  they  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution 
on  this  subject: 

Resolved,  That  the  Banks  here  represented  agree  that  they  will  receive,  in  payment  and  on  deposit, 
and  pay  out  again,  the  Treasury  notes  that  may  be  issued  by  the  Government:  and  they  recommend  to 
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all  such  Hanks  in  the  Confederate  States,  as  may  not  be  represented  in  this  Convention,  to  adopt  the 
same  resolution  and  communicate  their  concurrence  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

The  object  of  the  Government  being  to  adapt  these  notes  to  perform  the  functions  of  currency,  the 
Committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  notes  should  all  bear  the  same  date  and  carry  the  same  rate  of  interest. 
It  would  be  impossible  for  the  Tellers  of  Banks  and  other  persons  engaged  in  handling  money  to  use 
these  bills  as  currency  if  they  varied  in  date  and  in  the  rate  of  interest.  If,  on  the  contrary,  they  all 
bore  the  same  date,  and  the  same  rate  of  interest,  they  would  be  as  conveniently  counted  and  the  sum 
ascertained  as  in  the  case  of  bank  notes,  for  it  would  be  as  easy  to  compute  the  interest  on  a hundred 
bills  as  on  one.  No  loss  would  ensue  to  the  Government,  because  in  paying  out  the  bills  the  disbursing 
officer  would  be  careful  to  charge  the  receiver  with  the  interest  as  well  as  with  the  principal  of  the 
notes.  The  interest  they  think  should  be  at  2c.  per  day  on  every  $100,  or  at  the  rate  of  7 3-10  per 
centum  per  annum.  That  the  notes  should  be  redeemable  in  three  years,  or  sooner,  at  the  option  of  the 
Government,  and  be  receivable  in  all  public  dues  except  the  export  duty  on  Cotton  and  be  fundable  at 
the  will  of  the  holder  in  8 per  cent,  stock  or  bonds.  Notes  of  the  denomination  of  $5,  $10  and  $20, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  ought  not  to  bear  any  interest ; these  would  more  appropriately  perform 
the  functions  of  a currency;  and  they  are  of  opinion  that  the  larger  notes,  such  as  $50  and  $100,  would 

be  largely  taken  up  by  a patriotic  class  of  our  citizens  wrho  are  not  in  the  practice  of  making  such 

investments.  These  notes  would  pass  into  their  hands  in  the  course  of  business,  and  they  would  very  soon 

discover  the  advantage  as  well  as  the  merit  of  thus  contributing  their  aid  in  support  of  the  Government 
of  their  choice  and  of  their  affections. 

The  Committee  gave  also  a respectful  consideration  to  the  plan  submitted  by  Air.  Holmes  for  the 
adjustment  and  final  extinguishment  of  the  public  debt;  but  without  in  any  way  impeaching  its  acknowl- 
edged merit,  they  decided  not  to  express  any  opinion  as  to  expediency  of  its  adoption  by  the  Govern- 

ment, for  whose  purposes  its  adaptation  could  be  best  determined,  in  their  opinion,  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

G.  A.  TRENHOLM,  Chairman. 


Richmond,  July  25,  1861. 

Mr.  G.  M.  Coffin  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  a Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  wait  on  his  Excellency,  the  President  of  the 
Confederate  States,  and  inquire  of  him  at  what  hour  it  will  suit  his  convenience  to  receive  the  members 
of  this  Convention,  who  desire  to  manifest  their  high  appreciation  of  his  valuable  services  to  our  country. 

Whereupon  the  President  appointed  the  following  Committee: 

M essrs.  Coffin, 

Mordecai,  and 
Warwick. 

Mr.  Geo.  A.  Trenholm’s  report  was  then  taken  up,  and  after  some  discussion,  in 
which  Messrs.  Holmes,  Parsley,  Sutherlin,  Slaughter  and  Trenholm  participated,  was 
unanimously  adopted. 

The  Standing  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  in  reference  to  en- 
graving and  printing,  recommended  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  attention  of  enterprising  persons  is  hereby  called  to  the  want  of  an  establishment 
for  the  manufacture  of  bank  note  paper  and  for  engraving  bank  notes;  and  the  banks  here  represented, 
and  all  others  in  the  country,  are  hereby  urged  to  bestow  their  patronage  upon  any  respectable  and 
competent  establishments  in  the  Southern  Confederacy  that  will  undertake  to  supply  this  want. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wicks,  a Committee  of  five  were  appointed  to  procure  information 
on  this  subject,  and  report  at  the  proposed  adjourned  meeting. 

The  following  members  compose  this  Committee: 

M essrs.  Lamar, 

Furman, 

Wicks, 

Gregg,  and 
McCarter. 
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Mr.  Coffin  informed  the  Convention  that  President  Davis  will  receive  the  Convention 
at  the  Spotswood’s  House  at  nine  o’clock,  p.m. 

On  motion,  the  preamble  and  resolutions  of  Mr.  Torbett,  of  Tennessee,  introduced 
this  morning,  were  taken  up,  and  unanimously  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cuyler,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  adjourn  to  meet  in  the  City  of  Richmond  on  the  first  Wednesday 
in  October  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  G.  A.  Trenholm,  the  Secretaries  were  requested  to  publish  for 
distribution,  in  pamphlet  form,  the  proceedings  of  this  Convention. 

The  President  was  requested  to  retire,  and  Mr.  Jas.  Rose  called  to  the  chair. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  G.  Holmes, 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Convention  be  returned  to  the  President  for  the  able  and  courteous 
manner  in  which  he  has  discharged  the  duties  of  office,  and  also  to  Secretaries  for  their  laborious  services. 

On  motion,  the  Convention  adjourned. 

G.  B.  LAMAR,  President. 

James  S.  Gibbes, 

Allan  Macfarlan, 


Marianne  Proofs  of  France 

A recent  private  treaty  offering  by  Robson  Lowe  Ltd.  revealed  the  existence  of  an 
unusual  collection  of  proofs  of  France’s  Marianne  regular  series  of  1945-51.  It  shows  the 
stages  of  production  from  die  proof  and  hand-colored  trials  through  to  the  issued  stamp, 
plus  the  special  de  luxe  presentation  sheets  given  to  various  officials  and  the  rare  tableau 
sheets  (tableau  sheets  are  similar  to  presentation  sheets  but  contain  all  the  different  stamps 
of  a given  printing  in  one  sheet).  The  owner  states  that  only  20  tableau  sheets  and  122 
de  luxe  presentation  sheets  were  printed  for  each  issue. 

The  study  begins  with  a large  engraving  (to  scale)  made  from  Gandon’s  original 
drawing,  signed  by  the  artist;  this  may  be  the  only  copy  available  in  the  market.  Next 
is  a rare  early  die  proof  in  black,  and  three  later  die  proofs  in  black  and  two  in  brown. 
The  color  trials  are  rare  and  beautiful,  there  being  eight  colored  by  hand  and  five  printed. 
All  but  four  of  the  items  are  signed  by  the  artist. 

Next  come  44  de  luxe  presentation  sheets,  the  eight  rare  tableau  sheets  and  68  issued 
stamps.  Last,  for  the  1949  Paris  exhibition  labels,  there  are  two  signed  colored  die  proofs 
and  blocks  of  four  of  the  issued  labels. 

Noted  Stamp  Designers’  Deaths  Reported 

In  a recent  issue  of  France  iff  Colonies  Philatelist,  Robert  G.  Stone  reports  that  the 
celebrated  designer  and  engraver  of  many  French  and  colonial  stamps,  Charles  Mazelin, 
died  in  1968  at  the  age  of  86.  An  additional  report  by  William  Wylie,  editor  of  Scott’s 
Monthly  Stamp  Journal,  notes  that  Mazelin’s  first  signed  engraving  was  that  for  the 
Petain  high  values  of  1942.  His  last  work  was  No.  B389  of  the  1965  Red  Cross  issue. 

Mr.  Wylie  also  notes  that  Corrado  Mancioli  of  Rome  died  in  November  of  1968. 
Beginning  in  1956,  Mancioli  designed  more  than  300  stamps  for  Italy  and  San  Marino. 
M any  of  these  were  sports  issues,  such  as  Italy  Nos.  705-08  and  San  Marino  Nos.  364-72. 
He  also  designed  San  Marino  Nos.  494-98  and  509-18. 
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The  Pictorial  Issues  of  French 
Colonies,  1891*1941 

A Half* Century  of  Design  and 
Production  in  Retrospect 

By  Robert  G.  Stone 

(Continued  from  Journal  No.  ioi,  page  38) 

(Photographs  in  this  section  by  Adrien  Boutrelle) 

Group  B.  The  J.  Puvplat  Engravings  of  1904-14,  by  Various  Designers 

Introduction 

This  is  a group  of  nine  sets  of  designs,  each  for  a different  colony,  except  for  set  B5 
(see  Table  II,  Journal  No.  99,  pp,  113-5)  which  was  an  omnibus  set  of  identical  designs 
for  the  six  colonies  of  West  Africa.  It  forms  the  first  series  which  the  Ministry  of 
Colonies  planned  as  a program  after  the  premature  demise  of  the  previous  program  for 
recess-printed  stamps  conceived  around  1898  or  1899.  The  recess  program,  having  become 
embroiled  in  misadventures  (as  we  described  in  an  earlier  Chapter  on  “The  Experimental 
Generation”),  was  abandoned  in  1903  after  only  three  colonies  had  been  supplied.  But 
the  program  had  originally  envisaged,  and  the  Ministry  already  commissioned  designers 
for  additional  issues,  including  at  least  ones  for  Guiana,  Martinique,  Guadeloupe,  Tahiti, 
New  Caledonia  and  West  Africa.  Perhaps  other  colonies  were  in  the  initial  plan,  but 
the  just-mentioned  ones  were  those  identified  in  the  philatelic  press  during  1902-03  as 
having  obtained  recognition  at  the  Ministry  for  wanting  new  pictorial  stamps.  When  the 
Ministry  switched  to  its  new  typographic  program  of  pictorials  to  be  produced  by  the 
government  Atelier  de  Fabrication  des  Timbres,  these  colonies  were  naturally  the  first 
ones  to  see  results,  because  they  had  already  been  busy  (with  or  without  Ministry  collabora- 
tion) in  selecting  artists  or  choosing  designs  to  recommend.  Although  it  had  absorbed 
a lot  of  criticism  and  ridicule  over  the  recess  experiments,  the  Ministry  lost  no  time  in 
pressing  onward  with  its  typographic  program. 

It  is  evident  that  the  Ministry  preferred  the  idea  of  commissioning  a single  “painter” 
and  a single  engraver  to  work  on  the  program.  The  advantages  of  this  are  not  clear, 
and  a favoritism  with  high  officials  must  be  presumed  reason.  Paul  Merwart  was 
obviously  the  chosen  painter  for  colonial  stamps  since  sometime  before  1900,  and  by  1902 
he  had  been  commissioned  to  work  on  pictorials  for  Madagascar,  Guiana,  Martinique. 
Guadeloupe,  and  Tahiti  (having  already  produced  the  Congo  and  Somali  Coast  recess 
designs).  Merwart,  born  in  Poland,  had  studied  at  the  Vienna  academy  and  in  Germany, 
coming  to  Paris  in  the  1880’s  where  he  soon  established  himself  as  a painter  of  marines 
and  genre  and  as  an  illustrator.  His  paintings  had  won  prizes  and  hung  in  some  lesser 
Continental  museums.  As  a marine  painter  he  and  his  work  naturally  came  to  the  atten- 
tion of  French  naval  people  and  before  1900  he  had  acquired  a position  as  an  “official 
painter  to  the  Ministry  of  Navy  (Marine)  and  Colonies”. 

In  1902  the  ill-fated  Merwart  started  on  a grand  around-the-world  tour  of  the  colonies 
under  Ministry  auspices,  to  collect  impressions,  sketches,  and  sentiments  of  the  local 
officials,  preliminary  to  preparing  his  final  maquettes  for  the  projected  stamps.  It  was 
probably  also  a “selling”  expedition.  In  the  spring  of  1902  he  was  spending  some  time 
in  French  Guiana  in  the  course  of  his  tour  when  his  health  failed.  He  proceeded  to  return 
to  France  via  Martinique  (as  that  was  the  way  the  French  steamers  went),  where  he 
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would  stop  over  to  visit  his  old  friend,  the  Governor.  On  May  8th  Merwart  and  the 
Governor  died  together  at  St.  Pierre  in  the  great  catastrophe  of  Mont  Pelee. 

This  ended  the  “single  stamp-paintership”  of  the  Ministry  for  some  years,  until  J. 
de  la  Neziere  was  appointed  ca.  1911  or  1912.  Meanwhile,  a single  engraver  had  been 
chosen  to  engrave  in  relief  the  designs  laid  out  by  Merwart  before  he  died.  He  was 
Jules  Puyplat.  All  indications  are  that  he  was  also  a favorite  of  officials  and  highly 
regarded  as  an  artist.  Puyplat  was  a long-established  specialist  in  wood  engraving,  a 
salon  exhibitor  since  1877  with  Honorable  Mention  already  in  1880,  member  of  the 
Societe  des  Artistes  Francaises  from  1893  on,  and  one  whose  work  was  often  commented 
on  in  French  art  magazines  from  1883  to  1920. 

Merwart  had  some  contact  with  Guiana  earlier,  when  in  1901  he  had  offered  the 
municipality  of  Cayenne  a design  for  its  coat  of  arms,  in  which  flora  fauna,  and  native 
products  were  used  as  motifs.  Maury  had  been  promoting  the  idea  that  colonial  stamps 
should  all  consist  of  such  arms  motifs  and  had  discussed  it  with  Merwart  in  1902.  He 
claims  Merwart  was  in  agreement  but  evidently  that  had  no  influence  on  the  stamps  designs 
Merwart  actually  made.  (Maury  speculated  that  before  1900  the  Ministry  had  been 
thinking  of  a project  for  arms  designs  for  all  the  colonies’  stamps,  because  he  had  seen 
an  exhibit  in  the  old  Palais  de  l’lndustries  in  which  arms  designs  for  the  colonies  were 
shown. ) 

But  since  the  Ministry  did  not  immediately  appoint  a new  official  painter  for  the  stamp 
work  to  replace  Merwart,  the  controlling  artistic  influence  on  the  program  fell  to 

Puyplat.  His  style  and  taste  were  somewhat  different  than  Merwart’s,  and  his  rendition 

of  Merwart’s  designs  does  not  have  the  grosser  weaknesses  of  Damman’s  engravings  of 
Merwart.  Indeed,  in  the  absence  of  any  Merwart  1902  paintings  for  comparison,*  we 
suspect  that  Puyplat  did  hardly  more  than  follow-  Merwart’s  choice  of  subject  scenes, 
and  where  Merwart  had  utilized  as  a model  a photograph  obtained  from  the  colony 
Puyplat  seems  to  have  made  his  owTn  interpretation  from  the  photo  rather  than  from 
Merwart.  Only  the  Guiana,  Middle  Congo,  and  Somali  Coast  designs  are  attributed  to 

Merwart.  In  the  case  of  the  latter  two  colonies,  the  designs  make  use  of  the  same 

Merwart  subjects  which  Damman  had  recess-engraved  in  1900  (Congo)  and  1902;  but 
they  are  so  drastically  changed  both  in  frames  and  centers  that  the  credit  to  Merw7art 
was  hardly  more  than  a polite  gesture  to  his  memory. 

The  original  “paintings”  for  the  other  issues  of  the  B-group  probably  also  have  been 
greatly  altered  by  Puyplat.  His  strong  personality  and  long  experience  in  wood  engraving 
as  well  as  in  designing  undoubtedly  tended  to  his  dominance  over  the  designers.  One  is 
curious  to  know  if  this  led  to  friction  between  designer  and  engraver.  Furthermore,  wre 
wronder  why  the  Ministry  did  not  depend  on  the  staff  engravers  of  the  AFT  who  appar- 
ently had  shown  some  competence  in  the  Obock-Somali  Coast  series  of  1894-1901. 

The  initiative  for  the  Tunis  set  (of  1906)  did  not  spring  from  the  Ministry  of 
Colonies  (Tunis  being  a Protectorate)  but  was  a project  promoted  by  the  Resident-General 
and  the  President  of  France,  though  no  doubt  they  got  the  idea  from  the  Colonies  program. 
Yet  Puyplat  was  chosen  to  engrave  the  Tunis  designs  also. 

It  is  commonly  stated  in  contemporary  sources  that  Puyplat  made  all  his  stamp  en- 
gravings in  wTood,  which  seems  natural  for  one  wTho  had  made  his  career  in  wTood  engraving 
and  to  be  evidenced  by  the  burin  style  and  general  character  of  his  stamp  engravings,  al- 
though the  same  effects  could  be  readily  obtained  on  steel  as  well.  We  incline  to  believe 
his  stamp  style  was  consistent  with  his  previous  artistic  endeavors  and  not  chosen  as  a 
special  adaptation  to  requirements  of  stamp  design. 


* His  heirs  sold  all  his  effects  and  accumulation  of  sketches  at  auction  shortly  after  his  death.  It 
would  be  of  interest  to  locate  the  present  owners. 
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B-l.  French  Guiana  1 {>04-1928  (Scott  Nos.  51-80,  04-108;  Yvert  Nos.  49-65,  74-105) 

There  are  three  designs  in  this  issue,  all  printed  in  monocolor,  some  on  tinted  paper. 
The  first  one,  for  the  1-15C  denominations,  is  in  small  format,  rectangular  horizontal 
21  x 18  mm.;  it  shows  an  anteater  ( tamanoir  in  French) — a common  mammal  of  Guiana — 
with  his  tongue  grubbing  away  at  the  ground,  in  a setting  of  low  tropical  herbaceous 
vegetation.  The  second,  for  the  2075c  denominations,  is  also  in  small  rectangular  format 
but  vertical.  Its  subject  pictures  two  Negros  working  on  pans  in  a placer  flume  for 
washing  out  gold,  a leading  product  of  the  colony.  The  third,  for  the  franc  denomina- 
tions, is  in  large  horizontal  format,  35  x 21  mm.,  and  depicts  a park-like  plantation  of 
coconut  palm  trees  located  at  Cayenne.  The  trees  are  well-spaced  and  tall  so  one  can  see 
through  to  the  pathways  winding  around  beneath  them.  The  coconut  is  a widely  planted 
(not  indigenous)  tree  on  the  tropical  coasts  of  America  and  not  peculiar  in  any  way  to 
Guiana,  however  characteristic. 

We  see  that  the  practice  of  having  three  designs  per  issue,  those  of  the  low  denomina- 
tions and  even  the  middle  denominations  (Somali  Coast  1902)  being  in  small  format,  the 
high  denominations  in  large  rectangular  format,  was  continued  in  this  case.  This  restric- 
tion in  the  sizes  and  the  limitation  to  monocolor  were  probably  concessions  to  economy 


Fig. 


1.  Fngraver’s  (?)  master  die  proof  on  India  paper, 
110  value  numeral.  Anteater  design  (enlarged  2X) 


in  black  with  surround, 
of  French  Guinea. 
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Fig.  2.  Engraver’s  (?)  master  die  proof  in  black  on  India,  Gold  Washers  design 

(enlarged  2X)  of  French  Guinea. 


and  to  simplicity  for  the  sake  of  the  first  typo  effort,  in  order  to  speed  the  task  and  to 
avoid  complications  until  experience  could  be  obtained. 

Merwart,  who  is  credited  as  designer,  presumably  had  finished  preliminary  sketches 
or  “paintings”  before  he  left  Cayenne  in  April  1902  and  sent  them  to  France.  The 

Ministry,  shocked  by  his  untimely  death  at  St.  Pierre,  and  wishing  to  do  homage  to  his 

memory,  pressed  for  approval  of  the  designs  and  a vote  of  budget  from  the  Colony’s  Coun- 
cil, to  which  it  was  brought  up  in  December  1902.  We  suppose  that  at  least  the  Governor 
had  already  fallen  into  some  agreement  with  Merwart  on  the  choice  of  subjects,  if  not 
on  the  complete  designs,  at  the  time  of  his  visit. 

However,  at  that  time  everyone  assumed  that  the  stamps  would  be  recess-printed, 
engraved  by  Damman,  and  printed  in  bicolor.  The  change  in  program  to  typo  possibly 
explains  the  delay  in  the  Colony’s  official  consideration  of  the  proposal.  For  some  reason 
the  Council  rejected  it  at  the  December  meeting  but  finally  approved  it  in  January  1903. 

The  minutes  of  the  Council  ( Jn . Off.,  18  April  ’03)  would  lead  us  to  infer  that  the 

Guiana  officials  were  mainly  interested  in  the  prospects  of  making  money  off  the  stamp 
sales  to  collectors.  They  even  thought  it  would  be  a good  idea  to  change  the  colors  every 
year!  Ihe  subjects  on  the  stamps  should  have  appealed  to  their  promotional  instincts. 
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As  we  have  never  found  any  reproductions  of  Merwart’s  (or  even  Puyplat’s) 
maquettes  for  these  stamps,  we  cannot  form  a very  definite  opinion  as  to  w’hether  the 
subjects  (centers)  of  the  designs  were  merely  photographs,  rather  than  paintings  from 
“life”  or  imagination.  But  the  character  of  the  scenes  and  style  of  rendering  strongly 
suggest  they  were  photos.  And  if  so,  this  echoes  a pattern  of  procedure  which  we  believe 
was  followed  in  nearly  all  the  colonial  pictorials  for  the  typographed  and  heliogravured 
generations,  even  starting  back  with  the  experimental  generation  of  1894-1903. 

This  being  the  first  issue  of  the  regular  typo  pictorials,  we  are  especially  interested 
to  see  what  sort  of  a reception  it  drew.  As  usual  the  philatelic  press  was  not  slow  in 
reacting. 


Fig.  3.  Official  (lie  proof  for  color  trial  and  essays  of  overprint,  for  Scott 
No.  99,  20Fr  on  5Fr  (1922).  This  example  is  in  issued  colors  of  lilac 
on  rose  but  overprint  is  red  instead  of  blue.  Colored  tint  block  in  rose 
extends  3/16"  beyond  image.  Note  control  punches  and  color  nos. 

(“503/2031”)  in  margins. 


Although  the  editor  of  L Echo  de  la  Tirnbrologie  found  the  designs  tasteless  and 
“hardly  any  more  felicitous  than  the  other  colonial  series,"  both  Maury  (Coll,  de  T.P.) 
and  Montader  (Le  Postilion)  thought  the  subject  matter  was  appropriate  for  the  colony. 
And  Maury  even  published  a long  article  about  the  subjects  in  a vein  that  would  imply 
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he  had  a lot  of  topical  collectors  among  his  clients  (or  he  would  convert  them).  But 
Maury  had  reservations  about  the  execution,  and  Montader  (an  artist  himself)  could  not 
miss  the  opportunity  to  turn  on  his  well-known  sarcastic  pen:  “.  . . the  anteater  suffers 
from  a defect  in  the  engraver’s  modelling  so  that  the  animal  looks  like  it  was  cut  in  two.” 
We  have  to  agree  with  him  there.  The  gold  washers,  he  presumes  “.  . . are  Negros  or  in 
the  process  of  becoming  ones.”  He  wouldn’t  dare  print  that  “racist”  comment  today!  He 
also  wondered  about  the  several  denominations  printed  in  black  on  white:  “.  . . if  the 
forgers  don’t  imitate  these  they  are  surely  maladroit.  The  Minister  seems  to  be  gambling 
he  won’t  be  taken.”  Philatelists  and  postal  administrations  worried  a lot  about  forgeries 
in  those  days,  but  in  truth  the  stamps  printed  in  black  show  up  the  designs  much  more 
clearly  than  the  colors  do,  so  the  remote  risk  was  well  worth  it. 

L’Echo  also  complained  that  the  captions  are  too  small  and  the  colors  lamentable. 
(We  concur.)  Then  L’Echo  made  a more  profound  comment:  “The  Guiana  series  is  a 
new  example  of  the  practice  of  conferring  the  task  of  designing  the  stamps  to  painters. 
The  painters  make  pictures  that  are  sometimes  pretty  when  framed  but  the  reduction 
to  stamps  is  always  disastrous.  Stamps  would  be  better  decked  out  if  one  awarded  them 
to  the  engravers.”  The  barb  is  perhaps  somewhat  off  target  in  this  case  since  Puyplat  was 
an  engraver  by  profession  and  probably  manipulated  the  designs  to  suit  his  own  judgment. 

But  listen  to  a different  view  — the  Compte  O.  de  Pomyers  flies  into  ecstasy  over 
“la  jolie  serie  de  1904  ...  la  belle  epoche!”:  “.  . . from  the  delicious  frames,  of  the  most 
gracious  1 8th  Century  style  to  the  designs  themselves  of  a charming  delicacy.  What 
fortunate  epoch  that  produced  stamps  of  such  good  taste!  The  artists  of  our  time  in 
the  1960’s  could  use  them  as  models.  No  one  would  fault  them.”  (L’ Echangiste  Univer- 
selle,  Feb.  1964) 

The  gold  washers  stamps  inspired  one  Marcel  Caruel,  a French  collector  and  distin- 
guished entomologist,  to  wTrite  a sonnet  in  classical  form,  as  follows: 

Penche  sur  la  cascade  ou  la  boue  aurifere 
Depose  dans  les  creux  le  precieux  metal 
L’esclave  indifferent  recherche  la  chimere 
Que  poursuit  le  desir  du  maitre  oriental 

II  y fouille  sans  fievre,  ignorant  la  misere 
Que  semera  cet  or  dans  un  monde  brutal 
Ou  la  morte  doit  payer  sa  place  au  cimitiere, 

Ou  l’enfant  qui  va  naitre  exige  un  “capital” 

Et  nous  “civilises”!  lances  a la  poursuite 
De  cet  or  infernal  qui  remorque  a sa  suite 
Le  cortege  sanglant  du  drime  et  des  forfaits, 

Nous  sommes  moins  heureux  que  le  noir  guyanais 
Qui,  vivant  sans  sourci  de  nos  bonheurs  en  fuite, 

Roule  Tor  a la  pel  1 e et  n’en  vole  jamais  . . . 

( L’Echo , 30  Nov.  1954,  p.  423) 

In  analyzing  these  designs  sclely  from  the  stamps,  there  are  a number  of  features  that 
immediately  strike  us: 

a)  the  compression  of  the  subjects  so  that  details  are  unclear  without  putting  the 
lens  to  them ; 

b)  the  rather  uniformly  dense  engraving  over  the  whole  stamp,  only  the  POST  ES, 
RF,  and  value  numerals  having  white  backgrounds.  However,  the  gold  washers  engraving 
does  have  enough  highlights  to  make  it  reasonably  effective; 

c)  the  frames  are  not  rectilinear  but  irregular,  consisting  of  long  curving  fronds;  they 
are  thin  and  inconspicuous  compared  to  some  of  Damman’s  Congo  and  Somali  designs, 
leaving  the  subjects  to  fill  out  nearly  all  the  enclosed  space; 

d)  the  captions  are  relatively  small  and  probably  hard  for  the  postal  clerks  to  read; 
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e)  the  gold  washers  and  anteater  designs  are  asymmetrical,  showing  their  photographic 
origin  and  conception; 

f)  the  very  “busy”  and  dense  backgrounds  of  the  subjects,  undoubtedly  included  for 
sake  of  pictorial  realism,  contribute  more  than  anything  else  to  the  overall  lack  of  con- 
trast and  strong  definition; 

g)  the  coconut-grove  park  design  is  curious  in  that  the  triangular  shape  of  the  park 
viewed  towards  its  point  allows  the  artist  to  present  a three-dimensional  depth  effect  as 
w ell  as  symmetry ; 

h)  the  burin  technique  of  Puyplat  appears  to  favor  shading  by  means  of  heavy  parallel 
lines  of  equal  value,  which  accommodates  readily  to  the  technical  difficulties  of  relief 
engraving  and  was  probably  the  style  to  which  a professional  wood  engraver  of  that  period 
was  accustomed.  It  is  a style  too  coarse,  however,  for  effective  portrayal  of  detailed 
pictorial  subjects  in  photographic  representation,  a limitation  of  Puyplat  which  few  of 
the  type  of  subjects  given  to  him  could  avoid. 

The  Proofs: — We  see  no  reason  to  doubt  that  nearly  all  the  types  of  proofs  known 
for  other  issues  in  the  B-group  of  this  generation  (see  outline  in  Journal  No.  99,  p. 
110-1)  should  exist  for  the  Guiana  set,  but  as  yet  we  have  seen  or  found  reports  of  very 
few. 

I.  A.  Engraver’s  Die  Proofs 

1.  On  India  paper,  without  numeral  value  (space  in  black) 

a.  With  surround  extending  from  about  3/&"  to  % " out  from  the  die  image 

(1)  in  black  (only):  seen  for  anteater  and  gold-washers  types,  undoubtedly 
exists  for  coconut-grove  type  also 

2.  Probably  exist  on  buff  or  surface  colored  papers,  without  value  numeral  and 
without  surrounds,  and  pasted  up  on  card. 

Reported : collective  proofs,  3 types  on  one  sheet,  blue  on  white,  and  violet  on  mauve. 

II.  B.  Official  Proofs 

2.  Probably  exist  on  ordinary  paper,  without  value  numerals,  without  surrounds,  in 
various  colors,  with  serial  numbers  (color  trials) 

3.  Same,  but  on  colored  or  tinted  papers 

4.  Color  trials  and  surcharge  trials  combined,  on  ordinary  paper,  for  overprints  of 
1923:  DIX  FRANCS  and  VINGT  FRANCS,  on  coconut-grove  design,  without 
value  or  surrounds,  with  control  punches  and  color  numbers  in  margins,  tint-block 
underprint  extending  3/16"  beyond  die  image: 

Seen:  a)  for  10  Fr.  yellow  green  on  yellow  (shades)  (Nos.  306,  313,  2024),  with 
different  sizes  of  overprint  type,  and  3 different  colors  of  overprint  (black, 
blue,  red). 

b)  for  20  Fr.  lavender  on  rose  (shades)  (Nos.  503,  518,  513,  2031)  in  4 sizes  of 
type  in  two  different  colors  of  overprint  (red,  blue) 

Similar  proofs  of  other  overprints  of  1922-27  probably  exist. 

III.  Secondary  die  proofs,  with  numeral  of  value,  probably  exist  in  various  colors,  without 
surrounds,  on  white  and  tinted  paper. 

IV.  Plate  proofs,  with  value  numeral,  in  variety  of  colors  (unissued)  and  colored  papers 
probably  exist. 


(To  be  continued) 
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Report  of  Auction  Sales  of  Proofs 


Auctioneers  desiring  their  sales  reported  should  send  prices  realized  to: 

Kenneth  Minuse,  1236  Grand  Concourse,  New  York,  N.  Y.  10456  for  sales  of 
British  North  America  essays  and  proofs. 


Falk  Finkelburg,  114-93  226  Street,  Cambria  Heights  11,  New  York,  N.  Y.  for 
sales  of  United  States  essays  and  proofs. 

When  sales  are  not  reported,  no  prices  realized  were  received  or  items  were 
imperfect  or  not  important. 

Auction  catalogs  should  illustrate  all  essays  not  illustrated  in  standard  catalogs. 
The  essay  and  proof  numbers  are  Scott’s  stamp  numbers  with  E.  P.  S.  catalog  ab- 
breviations. See  E.  P.  S.  Catalog  definitions  in  every  Journal  Catalog.  U.  S.  essay 
numbers  are  from  Brazer’s  Catalog  of  Essays  for  U.  S.  Stamps  and  its  addenda. 


ALL  DESCRIPTIONS  ARE  FROM  THE  AUCTIONEERS’  CATALOGS. 
H.  R.  Harmer  Ltd.,  London,  England.  Sale  of  Sept.  30  & Oct.  1,  1908 

N ewf  oundland 


1866  2c  black,  small  die  proof  on  India  on  card  with  Die  No.  482  and 


imprint  below  24TC2 

1923-24  5c  dark  green,  large  die  proof  on  wove  paper 135TC1 

5c  ultramarine,  large  die  proof  on  wove  paper  135P1 

12c  lake,  large  die  proof  on  wove  paper 141P1 

20c  green,  trial  color  large  die  proof  on  wove 143TC1 

24c  black,  progressive  die  proof  on  wove 144PX 

1929-31  4c  black,  trial  color  large  die  proof  on  wove 166TC1 

1931  lc-30c  complete  set  die  proofs  on  watermarked  paper  . . . . 172-82P1 

1933  lc-32c  complete  set  die  proofs  on  watermarked  paper  . . . .212-25P1 

1937  lc  black,  progressive  die  proof  of  center  vignette  & King’s  head  only 

on  thick  paper  dated  “19/2/37”  233PX 

3c  black,  trial  color  die  proof  on  thick  paper 234TC 

3c  as  last  but  with  Die  No.  122  in  reverse 234TC 

10c  olive-green,  small  die  proof  on  thick  paper 2 37P2 

20c  green,  small  die  proof  on  wove 240P2 

24c  turquoise,  small  die  proof  on  thick  paper 241P2 

25c  gray,  die  proof  on  wove  paper 242P 

1938  2c  green,  die  proof  on  thick  paper 245P 

7c  black,  progressive  die  proof  of  vignette  and  frame  only  on  wove 


paper 


24  8PX 


J.  N.  Sissons  Ltd.,  Toronto,  Canada.  Sal©  of  Nov.  27,  1968 

Canada 

1859-63  5c  vermillion,  plate  proof  on  India  with  horiz.  “Specimen”  in 

black,  block  of  4 15P3S 

12^c  green,  plate  proof  on  India  with  vert.  “Specimen”  in  carmine, 

block  of  4 18P3S 

17c  black,  plate  proof  on  India,  horiz.  pair 19P3 

17c  black,  plate  proof  on  India,  block  of  4 19P3 


52.80 
21.60 
21.60 
21.60 
21.60 

50.40 
19.20 

252.00 

288.00 

64.80 
24.00 
24.00 
21.60 

26.40 

38.40 
38.40 

19.20 

43.20 


80.00 

65.00 

62.50 

135.00 


Imperforates 


1870-93  3c  vermillion  pair  41b  35.00 

3c  vermillion,  block  of  4 41b  57.50 

6c  red-brown,  pair  43b  80.00 

1903-08  7c  olive-bistre,  block  of  4 92a  72.50 

1924  lc-3c  complete  set,  block  of  4 136-38  46.00 

lc  yellow,  block  of  12  136  77.50 

lc  yellow,  block  of  20  136  100.00 

1927  5c-20c  complete  set,  pairs 146-48  62.50 

1928-29  lc-$l  complete  set,  blocks  of  4 149-59  330.00 

lc-20c  pairs  149-57  120.00 

$1  olive-green,  pair  159  55.00 

1935  1 0c-$l  pair  223-27  260.00 

20c  olive-green,  block  of  4 225  120.00 
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50c  dull  violet,  block  of  4 226  115.00 

$1  deep  blue,  block  of  4 227  115.00 


Newfoundland 

1865-94  24c  blue,  plate  proof  on  India  on  card,  margin  corner,  imprint 


block  of  12  31P3  50.00 

1910  lc-12c  litho.  finished  proofs,  gummed  and  perf.  on  hard  white 

paper 87-96P  87.50 

1911  8c  bistre,  large  die  proof  on  wove  paper 99P1  40.00 

15c  magenta,  plate  proof  on  thick  card,  margin  block  of  4 ...  .114P4  31.00 

Imperforates 

1911  8c  bistre,  pair  99a  52.50 

9c  claret,  pair  100a  47.50 

9c  claret,  block  of  4 100a  77.50 

12c  brown,  pair  102  50.00 

1911  lc  yellow-green,  pair  104a  50.00 

2c  carmine,  pair  105a  50.00 

5c  ultramarine,  pair 108a  60.00 

New  Brunswick 

1860  5c  brown,  Connell  plate  essay  on  India  with  vert.  “Specimen”  in 

red  E5P3S  18.00 

Prince  Edward  Island 

1862-68  lp  orange,  corner  plate  block  of  6,  imperf 4b  65.00 

2p  black,  trial  color  plate  proof,  block  of  4 5TC  28.00 

3p  blue,  block  of  4 imperf 6b  35.00 

1872  4c  green,  horiz.  pair  imperf 14a  18.00 


United  States 

By  Falk  Finkelburg 

Figures  in  ( ) are  catalog  values 

Vahan  Mozian  Inc.,  New  York,  N.  Y.  Sale  of  Nov.  26-27,  1968 

1851-60  lc-90c  scarlet,  Atlanta  trial  color  proofs  on  card  40-47TC4 

(85.00)  70.00 

6c,  15c,  30c  4c  card  proofs 115,  121,  129P4  (26.50)  29.00 

1869  large  die  proofs 

lc  buff  on  India  die  sunk  on  card 112P1 

2c  brown  on  India  die  sunk  on  card 113P1 

3c  ultramarine  on  India  die  sunk  on  card 114P1 

6c  ultramarine  on  India  die  sunk  on  card 115P1 

10c  yellow  on  India  die  sunk  on  card 116P1 

12c  green  on  India  die  sunk  on  card 117P1 

30c  blue  & carmine  on  India  die  sunk  on  card 121P1 

9 0c  carmine  & black,  hybrid  on  India  mounted  on  card 

122P1 

1869  plate  proofs 

15c  brown  & blue,  type  II,  imprint  and  plate  No.  23,  block  of  10 

on  India  119P3  (436.00)  675.00 

15c  same  as  last,  but  type  III 129P3  (690.00)  950.00 

24c  green  & violet,  imprint  & plate  No.  24,  block  of  10  on 

India  120P3  (320.00)  290.00 

30c  blue  & carmine,  imprint  block  of  10  on  India  . . . 121P3  (147.00)  325.00 

90c  carmine  & black,  with  imprint  & plate  No.  22,  block  of  10 

122P3  (880.00)  750.00 

30c  blue  & carmine,  strip  of  3 on  India 121P3  (40.50)  38.00 

15c  brown  & blue,  type  II,  plate  No.  2 3 at  bottom,  on  India 

119P3  ( 18.00)  23.00 

3c  ultramarine,  corner  margin  block  of  4 on  India  . . 114P3  (15.00)  16.00 

90c  carmine  & black,  block  of  4 on  India 122P3  (275.00)  290.00 


(250.00)  220.00 

(265.00)  235.00 

(300.00)  280.00 

(300.00)  270.00 

(250.00)  475.00 

(300.00)  240.00 

(350.00)  625.00 

(400.00)  350.00 
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Secretary’s  Report 

By  Kenneth  Minuse,  Secretary 
1236  Grand  Concourse,  New  York,  N.  Y.  10456 

Members  Admitted 


1126  Audi,  Dr.  Eugene  J. 

1127  Roethke,  Carl  L. 

1128  Hyde,  Barbara  Rader 

1129  Gillis,  John  R.,  Jr. 

1130  Allan,  Walter  D. 

1 1 3 1 Wall,  Henry  B. 

1132  Risueno,  Manuel  M. 

1133  Stratton,  Frank  B. 

1134  Rubio,  Dr.  Borris 

1135  Kupa,  Dr.  Michael 

Applications  Received 

1136  Cole,  Walter  D.,  1659  Shady  Lane,  Redding,  Calif.  96001  (U.  S.  Essays  & 

Proofs)  by  Falk  Finkelburg 

1137  Goldstein,  Dr.  Howard  B.,  19  Woodhaven  Drive,  New  City,  N.  Y.  10956  (No 

Specialty)  by  Sol.  Altmann 

1138  Cook,  Robert  R.,  93  Overlook  Road,  Upper  Montclair,  N.  J.  07043  (Maine 

& New  Jersey  Obsolete  Currency)  by  Kenneth  Minuse 

1139  Balbaton,  Richard  J.,  P.  O.  Box  314,  Pawtucket,  R.  I.  02862  (Broken  Bank 

Notes  of  Rhode  Island)  by  Kenneth  Minuse 

1140  Weiss,  Herbert,  P.  O.  Box  363,  Cranford,  N.  J.  07016  (Paper  Money)  by 

Barbara  Mueller 

1 1 4 1 Perlmutter,  Morrey,  P.  O.  Pox  48,  Watertown,  Mass.  02172  (U.  S.  Large 

Paper  Money)  by  Barbara  Mueller 

1142  Lee,  Allan,  215  Bridge  Road,  Hillsborough,  Calif.  94010  (Topicals,  Maps) 

by  Kenneth  Minuse 

1143  Denson,  Eugene  C.,  P.  O.  Box  3233,  Berkeley,  Calif.  94703  (U.  S.  1890-93 

Issues)  by  Kenneth  Minuse 

1144  Katz,  S.  M.,  Box  4351,  Kansas  City,  Mo.  64127  (No  Specialty)  by  Falk 

Finkelburg 


Change  of  Address 


261 

913 

1097 

Glass,  Sol.,  to  M.  L.  Siedman  Tower  of  Hope,  880  N.  E.  69  St.,  Miami, 
Fla.  33138 

Rodrigues-Gil,  Fernand,  to  P.  O.  Box  60151,  Chacao,  Miranda,  Venezuela 
Taylor,  William  P.,  to  1802  South  “J”  Street,  Richmond,  Ind.  47374 

Resignations 

1099 

1035 

Clark,  Hugh  M. 
Christensen,  David 

1008  DeGenring,  Walter  C. 

H. 

Re-joined  the  Society 

985 

Karl,  George  W. 

Dropped  from  the  Rolls 

900 

Chao,  Tain 

Deceased 

CI5 

Zervas,  Hans 

94 
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Correction 

In  Journal  ioo,  page  178,  under  “Members  Admitted”,  should  read: 

1 1 19  Atwood,  Dudley  W. 

Change  of  Specialty 

1015  Anton,  William  T.,  Sr.  to  read:  (U.  S.  Currency,  Matching  Vignettes,  En- 

gravings and  Die  Proofs) 

Enumeration  of  Membership 

Members  reported  in  Journal  No.  ioi  269 


Gains  11 

Losses  5 


Net  Membership  in  this  Journal  No.  102  275 

Applications  received  9 

Non-member  subscribers  24 


IReport  of  Society  Monthly  Meetings 

Kenneth  Minuse,  Secretary 

Meeting  of  Feb.  21,  1969.  Present  were:  Mrs.  Ehrenberg,  Messrs:  Altmann,  Boutrelle,  Finkelburg, 
Holton,  Jackson,  LaVardera,  Minuse,  Morris,  Schueren  and  Wunderlich.  Our  guests  were  Mrs.  Boutrelle, 
Philip  Silver  and  Ernest  Wilkins. 

Philip  Silver,  President  of  the  Collectors  Club,  New  York,  showed  a group  of  U.  S.  1918  air  mail 
proofs,  among  which  were  large  die  proofs  of  the  three  values  in  the  issued  colors  and  a trial  color  large 
die  proof  of  the  24-cent  value  with  the  vignette  in  the  issued  color  and  the  frame  in  brownish-red  instead 
of  carmine.  Also  shown  was  a large  die  proof  of  the  frame  only.  The  16-cent  value  was  represented 
by  a large  die  proof  in  the  issued  color.  The  item  which  created  the  most  interest  was  a very  rare  large 
die  proof  the  6-cent  value  in  issued  color. 

Thomas  F.  Morris  showed  a group  of  the  24-cent  value  of  the  U.  S.  1918  air  mail  issue,  among 
which  were  a large  die  proof  of  the  vignette  only  in  black,  a large  die  proof  complete  except  for  the 
values  in  the  bottom  two  corners,  and  a large  die  essay  in  which  the  airplane  was  in  black. 

Robert  K.  Holton  exhibited  19th  century  bank  note  vignettes.  Because  of  the  special  numismatic 
interest  of  this  display,  a detailed,  illustrated  description  of  it  will  be  featured  in  the  next  issue  of  the 
Journal. 


Call  for  Annual  Meeting 

As  directed  by  the  Eoard  of  Directors,  I hereby  call  the  Annual  Meeting  or 
Convention  of  The  Essay-Proof  Society  and  announce  it  as  required  by  the  Society’s 
By-Laws. 

The  Annual  Meeting  for  1969  shall  be  held  at  the  Sheraton  Hotel,  Kennedy 
Blvd.  & 1 8th  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  on  Saturday,  November  1,  1969*  at  2:00 
P.M.  in  a room  that  will  he  posted  on  the  bulletin  board  in  the  lobby  of  the  hotel, 
and  will  be  in  session  until  all  business  which  may  lawfully  come  before  the  meeting 
shall  have  been  transacted. 

The  election  of  Directors  to  replace  those  whose  terms  expire  and  any  other 
business  as  is  provided  for  in  Article  III  of  the  Society’s  By-Laws  shall  constitute 
the  agenda. 

Kenneth  Minuse,  Secretary 
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Looking  at  Literature 

The  Bahama  Islands , The  History  and  Catalogue  of  the  H andstamps  and  (cancella- 
tions 1802-1967 , by  M.  H.  Ludington  and  Gale  J.  Raymond.  Published  by  Robson  Lowe 
Ltd.,  50  Pall  Mall,  London,  S.W.i.  Price  $7.50  including  postage.  Limited  edition. 

This  74-page  volume  with  10  maps,  42  half-tone  and  118  line  illustrations  starts  off 
with  the  categories  and  types  of  the  capital  Nassau  and  is  followed  by  a check  list.  I he 
second  part  includes  the  Out-Islands  with  an  index  and  check  list.  I he  rarity  value  is 
indicated  by  the  letters  A,  B,  C and  D,  A being  the  commonest  and  D very  rare. 

This  volume  is  yet  another  of  the  valuable  reference  works  coming  from  the  house 
of  Robson  Lowe. 


WANTED  TO  BUY 


NEW  JERSEY  OBSOLETE  BANK  NOTES  AND  SCRIP 


PLEASE  WRITE  STATING  PRICE 


ROBERT  R.  COOK 

93  OVERLOOK  ROAD 

UPPER  MONTCLAIR  NEW  JERSEY  07043 


EPS  #1138 


BETTER  SUPPLIER  - BETTER  COLLECTION 

We  have  one  of  the  largest  selections 

of  ERRORS,  VARIETIES  — including 
PROOFS,  ESSAYS,  ARTIST  DRAW- 
INGS etc.  (XIX  and  XX)  available  for 

a SPECIALIST. 

It  is  possible  that  we  could  help  com- 
plete even  very  advanced  collections  of 
AIRMAILS,  or  of  many  different 
COUNTRIES  ( list  on  request) . Also,  of  most  TOPICALS. 

Please  write  for  a selection  or  for  more  details  (stating  your 
special  field) . 

We  are  now  particularly  strong  in  FRANCE  £r  Community. 
MONACO,  Imperf-Trial  Colors  (some  in  Sheets),  Die  Proofs 
(some  only  1 8 or  even  only  3 exist) , etc. 

Ask  for  free  list  “Few  Facts  About  Die  Proofs.” 

S.  SEREBRAKIAN,  INC. 

P.  O.  BOX  448  MONROE,  N.  Y.  10950 
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Pei' feet  for 

Essays  and  Proofs 


Made  of  the  material  that  preserves 
priceless  and  irreplaceable  material  in 
the  Library  of  Congress. 


FREE  SAMPLES 

are  available,  plus  a list  of  sizes,  by 
writing  to 

Protective  Mounts 

525  S.  Western  Ave.,  Los  Angeles  5,  Calif. 


to  paraphrase  the  old  adage . . . 

STAMPS  ARE  WHERE 
YOU  FIND  THEM! 

It  seems  obvious,  but  many  collectors  who 
seek  to  add  to  their  collections  don’t  seem 
to  know  that  the  best  place  to  buy  what 
they  need  is  right  where  it  can  be  found. 
And  for  proofs  and  essays,  aside  from 
fortuitous  finds,  the  auctions  provide  the 
principal  means  for  obtaining  what  is 
wanted  and  at  fair  market  prices. 

In  1967,  our  auctions  included  proofs  and 
essays  which  sold  for  an  aggregate  figure 
of  $18,500.  This  figure  will  certainly  be 
topped  in  1968. 

We  don’t  want  to  suggest  that  you  cannot 
collect  essays  and  proofs  without  follow- 
ing the  actions,  either  ours,  or  those  of 
our  good  friends,  the  New  York  licensed 
auctioneers.  But  as  long  as  your  task  can 
be  made  just  that  much  easier,  don’t  you 
agree  that  it  would  be  wise  to  seek  your 
needs  where  you  can  find  them? 

HERMAN  HERST,  JR. 

SHRUB  OAK,  NEW  YORK  10588 

We  were  first  licensed  to  sell  stamps  at 
auction  in  1937.  Does  that  mean  anything 

to  you? 


WANTED  TO  BUY 


Proof  bank  notes  — books  — En- 
gravings — vignettes  of  any  bank 
note  company. 

Bureau  of  engraving  books,  vi- 
gnettes etc. 

Counterfeit  detectors  — Heath, 
Ormsby,  etc. 

Documents  pertaining  to  banknote 
companies,  engravers,  etc. 

Please  forward  your  material,  to- 
gether with  price. 

If  accepted  we  will  promptly  air 
mail  check. 

James  Incorporated 

James  Building 

105  West  Main  St.,  Louisville  2,  Kentucky 
JUniper  3-4851-2-3 

Hawaii 
Portugal  & 


In  our  extensive  stocks  are: 

1 . A magnificent  group  of  essays 
and  proofs  of  both  postage  and 
revenue  stamps  of  Hawaii. 

2.  A comprehensive  selection  of 
postage  stamp  proofs  of  Portu- 
gal and  Colonies. 

We  invite  your  inquiries  about 
this  specialized  material  from 
two  increasingly  popular  areas. 

New  England  Stamp  Co. 

45  Bromfield  St.  Boston,  Mass.  02108 


3c  1861  - 

Experimental 
Paper  Proofs 

65P5b  (Goldbeater  Skin  Decal.) 
Rose,  Perfed.  Scarce  ...  $25 

65SB  (Specimen  Ovpt. ) Brn.  Red, 

off  Cen.,  C.  $6-f-  $5 

65TC-Aa5  (Blue  on  white)  Imperf 
PAIR,  Superb,  Rare  $100 

65TC-Aa5  ( Black  on  white)  Imperf, 
V.F.,  Trial  Wedge  Can,  Rare  ..$65 

65TC-Ad5  (Brn.  Red  on  Green) 
Imperf,  Slight  Crease,  PAIR  $35; 

Blk/4  $85 

SAME,  VF-S,  PAIR $50 

65TC-Af5  (Brn.  Red  on  Bluish) 
Imperf  PAIR,  VF-S  $65 

65TC-Cb6  (3c  1861)  Rose  on 

white,  Fine,  O.G $10 

65TC-Cd6,  Blood  Red  on  Straw, 
Fine  $25 

SAME,  Scarlet  on  Straw,  Fine  O.G. 

$35 

SAME,  B rn.  Red  on  Straw,  Fine,  O.G. 

$15;  V.F $20;  F-VF 

Blk.  4 $75 

SAME,  Brn.  Red  on  Bluish,  VF-S, 
O.G.,  Rare  $50 

SAME,  Brn.  Red  on  Deep  Blue,  Fine, 
O.G.,  Rare  $50 

SAME,  Brn.  Red  on  Yel-Brn,  VF, 
O.G.,  Rare  $50 

65TC-Ec6,  B rn.  Red  on  Salmon  Laid, 
VF-S.  O.G $35 

65TC-?6,  Colorless,  Embossed  De- 
sign on  Straw?  O.G $65 

Your  Want  List  Appreciated 
Satisfaction  or  Immediate  Refund 
Gladly  Sent  on  Approval  with  References 
Installment  Payment  Terms  If  Desired 
(No  Interest  or  Carrying  Charges) 

JACK  E.  MOLESWORTH,  INC. 

APS  88  Beacon  Street 

SPA  Boston,  Mass.  02108  A 

CSA  Phone  (617)  523-2522  Mk 


A Unique  Collection 

of  Essays  • 
Proofs  • 

and  Colour 

Trials 

is  one  of  the  outstanding  features  of  the 
June  iith.  specialised  stamp  sale  of 
NEW  ZEALAND  and  the 
PACIFIC  ISLANDS. 

Handbook  catalogue , with  some 

colour  illustrations,  and  many  in 
black  and  white:  $3  including 
second  class  airmail  postage. 

IF  YOU  ARE  SELLING  IN  THE 
NEW  SEASON 

please  write  to  our  Head  Office  now  so 
that  we  can  help  you  to  sell  in 

THE  RIGHT  MARKET  FOR  THE 
BEST  RESULTS — 

Robson  Lowe  Ltd. 

50  Pall  Mall,  London,  S.W.1. 
ENGLAND. 


Cables:  Stamps , London,  SJl  .1.  Telex:  Qiy  410 

West  Coast  Agent:  Lt.  Cdr.  Wm.  H.  Wells, 
P.  O.  Box  575,  San  Leandro,  California  94577- 

When  replying  to  this  advertisement  please  men- 
tion that  you  saw  it  in  THE  ESSA^i  TROOP 

JOURNAL. 


JACK  MOLESWORTH  HAS  A 
REPUTATION  FOR  BEING 
A TOUGH  CUSTOMER! 

...if  he  doesn’t  watch  out,  we’ll  ruin  it! 


A.P.S. 


SPA. 


C 8. A. 


A PA 


AS  DA 


C C N Y. 


lark  E.  Malttwartif 


88  Sraran  dtrrrt 


Soaton  8.  4laaaarl|uartta 


Jan . 14 , 1969 


Hsrmer, Rooke  & Co,, Inc. 

New  York. 

Gentlemen i 

Enclosed  is  our  check  covering  in  full, purchases 
made  In  your  Dec. 17th  auction  by  Jack  E.Molesworth, Inc. and 
Confederate  Phi  late ly , Inc . 

I want  to  commend  you  on  the  quality  of  vour  desc- 
riptions which  at  the  present  time  appear  to  be  the  most 
careful  and  knowledgeable  of  any  other  N.Y. auction  in  which 
we  are  generally  fairly  heavy  buyers.  I find  the  descriptions 
of  some  of  these  other  firms  rather  sadly  lacking, especially 
in  the  area  of  reperf s , regums  and  minor  defects, so  I am  happy 
to  commend  you  for  your  obviously  sincere  efforts  to  repres- 
ent correctly  the  material  you  are  offering. I might  also 
mention  that  the  new  format  on  the  cover  of  your  auction 
catalogs  is  a refreshing  change, but  could  be  improved  if  you 
would  print  the  date  of  the  sale  on  the  front  cover. 

With  best  wishes,  Jack  Molesworth 


Jack  Molesworth  is  stingy  with  his  com- 
pliments! His  reputation  for  being  a tough 
customer  as  well  as  one  of  the  country’s 
most  knowledgeable  philatelic  dealers, 
is  indisputable.  We’re  delighted  to  help 
destroy  the  “tough  customer”  part  of  his 
reputation.  When  Jack  Molesworth  says 
“nice  things”. . .unsolicited  ..  .YOU’D 
BETTER  BELIEVE  IT! 


WE  BELIEVE  IT!. ..and  you  will  too!... 
when  you  deal  with  Harmer,  Rooke. 
BUYING  OR  SELLING,  the  sophisticated 
philatelic  and  numismatic  world  has 
come  to  depend  on  the  expertise  and 
professional  integrity  of  Harmer,  Rooke 
...the  world’s  1st  major  stamp  & coin 
dealer  and  auction  house. 


REGULARLY  SCHEDULED  AUCTIONS  ARE  HELD 
IN  OUR  OWN  GALLERIES  and  OPEN  TO  MAIL  BIDDERS 

Write  for  descriptive  brochure  and/or  auction  catalogs 


HARMER,  ROOKE  NUMISMATISTS,  Ltd. 

...a  new  prestige  firm  specializing  in  select  numismatic  material, 
under  the  direction  of  Mr.  D.  Paul  Taxay  and  Mr.  Wm.  Thomas 
Anton,  Jr.,  is  now  in  full  operation.  Your  inquiries  are  invited. 


• NO  PROPERTY  TOO  LARGE ! • NO  DISTANCE  TOO  GREAT ! 

HARMER,  ROOKE  & CO.,  INC 

Negotiants  in  Fine  Properties 

Established:  LONDON  — 1903  • NEW  YORK  — 1939 

APPRAISERS  • SALES  AGENTS  • AUCTIONEERS 

THE  HARMER,  ROOKE  BUILDING 
604  FIFTH  AVENUE  • NEW  YORK,  N.Y.  10020 

For  direct  inquiry  Call  (212)  765-3883.  For  Long  Distance,  Call  collect. 

EUROPEAN  OFFICES  in  LONDON  and  LUGANO 


